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HE E following Tracts were written CEP"; itrry 
Tears ago, at a Time when they were much 
1 wanted: As Numbers of very ſerious Pe rſons 

were e in the Quieſtion here treated of, and 

the Cafe was of the utmoff Importante, the Reſolation 
of it came into the beſt Hands. The Work ' ſpeaks 
the Author; whoever reads it with Attention, and 
without Prejudice, muſt be convinced he was as fit for 
fuch an Undertaking, as uncommon Attainments in 

Virtue, Piety, Learning and Judgment | could make 
him. 

As the Providence of God (which 1 is infinitely Tiſe 
and uncenſurable) has not yet thought fit' to diſſipate 
the Cloud which then hung over his Church, but has 
rather ſuffered it to grow blacker, and (preag farther, 


inſomuch that not 0 f they, for whoſe Benefit this 


vas firſt intended, do ſtill ſtand in need of ſuch Direc-. 

tion, but many other pious Perfons (at'that Time not 
fo directly concerned in the Queſtion) are now fallen 

into Citcumſtanbes ſtill worſe, bark more ſtraitned, the 

fame. or ſtronger Reaſons, will juſtify this new Im- 

2 which may be of Uſe to ſome, and need of. 
end none. 


The faithful and devout, the humble and felt. Fa) 


nied Chriſtian, (whoſe chief Aims being in the other 


World, his great Study is to approve himſelf to God 
in this) will be thankful for the Direction and Comfort 
here afforded him: And as for thoſe who follow Chriſt 


only for the Loa ves, and make their Religion truckle to 


their worldly Intereſt ; thoſe who never worſhip God. 
at all or (which is almoſt as bad) never join in any 
"Worſhip but ſuch as may ſecure or promote their ſe- 
a Views: and Purſuits, their Cale is indeed-very pi- 

x tiable : © 


iv To the READER. 

table: But, as it is probable theſe Papers may not 
come into their Hands, or may not be thought worthy 
of their Peruſal, they have no Occaſion for Quarrel. 

As the full Enjoyment of God will be our only Hap- 
pineſs in the next Life, his Worſhip is the oh > 
Honour, the greateſt Privilege Man can enjoy in this ; 
and the more ſolemn and univerſal that Worſhip is, it 
is ſo much the better and; more agrecable to the De- 
vout, becauſe they confides it as ſo much the more 
Honour and Adoration brought to the God by whom 
they live. The moſt eminent Saints, in the ſeveral 
Ages of the Church, have regretted their Want of pu- 
viick and congregational Worſhip, as the greateſt 
Misfortune and Puniſhment could befal them (G. 

As there is but one God, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
and one Holy Catholick Church, whereof, Jeſus Chriſt 
is Head, it were to. be wiſhed, that, in all the Chriſti- 
an World, there obtained but one common Form of 
Divine Worſhip, wherein all the Members of that one 
great Body, whereof he is the Head, 7. e. all the Faith- 
ful, might join with Safety and Devotion, and with- 
aut Scruple or Heſitancy, wherever they came. 


The firſt and beſt Chriſtians ſeem to have bad this L 


in View. Their publick Offices were as comprehen- 
five and general as the Nature of the Thing would ad- 
mit; they were formed upon the Plan of the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Decalogue, the Eſſentials of 
Faith, Worſhip and Practice *; and nothing doubtful 
Was entred into them, nothing diſputed found a Place 
there. | . 5 
Perhaps this was one Reaſon, that tho' they boaſted 


(and boaſted with Truth) of their unblemiſhed Loy- 


alty and due Submiſſion to ſovereign Princes, yet, in 
their publick Liturgies, tho' they always conſtantly 


prayed 


| © Pſalms Ixxxir, cxxii, & cxxxvii, * Credenda, petenda, & 4 
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. To the READER. .. © 'v 
prayed for them, (for ought appears) they never nam- 
ed them, leſt ſuch needleſs Speciality might cramp their 
Communion, or be the unhappy Occaſion of dividing 
it. Indeed they could ſcarce think ſuch-officious Par- 
ticularities were neceſſary, or even fit to come into their 
ſolemn Devotions, while they conſidered themſelves 
as Worſhippers of the God of Heaven, who well 
knows every Man's Name and Title, Pretenſions and 
Claim of Right, upon Earth. | 7 

This prudent Generality in their publick Offices was 
intended, not only to widen their Communion and pre- 
ſerve their Peace, by keeping the Church unintangled 
in Matters foreign to her, and undiſturbed by Revolu- 
tions of State; but alſo ſeems to have been copied from 
the Example of our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoltles, 
who, tho' they enjoined to pray for Kings, and to 
give Tribute to Cz/ar, yet reſted in the like Genera- 
lity, mentioning them only by Appellatives import» 
ing Sovereignty, and not by their proper Names (6). 

It is to be regretted that later Times have not more 
carcfully-followed this excellent Example; their De- 
parture from it is one great Cauſe of the many diffe- 
rent Communions now in Chriſtendom ; both the Eaſt- 
ern and Weſtern Churches have erred in this Point, 
by dragging their Noſtrums, their Points of Opinion, 
and deſtructive Tenets, into the publick Offices, which 
has drove many ſerious devout. Perſon. from their pu- 
blick 1 Po 5 4 
What a Happineſs had it been to the Proteſtants in 
France and Germany, and other Roman Catholick Coun- 
tries, if that aſſuming Church had kept her publick 
Offices as pure and unexceptionable as they were in 
the Days of St. Peter and St. Cement? Had lhe al» 
lowed her Miſſal, Breviary and Ritual, to appear — IT 

| | tac 
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vi To the READER. 2 
the Mother-Tongue of each Country, (fo as the Peo. 
ple might pray with Underſtanding (c)) and not car- 
rupted the pure and holy Worſhip of God, by ming- 
ling in with it the Adoration of the Hoſt, the Worſhip 
of Angels, Saints, Images, and the bleſſed Virgin, nor 
(in ſhort) built her own Hay and Stubble upon the 
oundation (d), all the Chriſtians of thoſe large and 
populous Countries; nay, of ever Country (conſider- 
ing ſhe had a lawful Prieſthood) might with Safety 
and Joy have joined in her publick Offices, and with 
one Mind and Mouth glorified God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and received one another, e- 
ven as Chriſt alſo received us, to the Glory of God (e). 
While Men are compaſſed with Infirmity, have fi- 
nite Underſtandings, and are ſubje&t to Paſſions and 


Prejudices, there will and muſt be a Diverſity of Sen- 
timents and Opinions; it has been fo in every Socie- 


ty fince the World began: But then it is not every 
Ditference-in Opinion ſhould break the common Peace, 
or exclude one from the Privileges of a Chriſtian: 

Indeed, where Party Opinions are ſcrewed beyond 
their juſt Proportion, are made diſtinctise and difcrimi- 
nating, magiſterially impoſed upon others as Articles 


of Faith, or Terms of Communion, or blended with 


theic publick Worſhip, that muſt occafion, and will 
warrant a Separation eb their religious Offices (J); 
But if that was not the hard Caſe, a different Way 
of Thinking, or Odds in private Opinion, would no 
more warrant a Separation, than a Difference in Size, 
or Shape, or Complexion, or fuch Accidents of bur 
Frame as are not in our own Power, © © 
The Princes of this World, too, have (in their 
Way) contributed to this Evil of dividing Communi— 
(c) 1 Cor. xiv. 15. (d), 1 Gr. lil. 4, 12. lo) Ram. xi. 16. 
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To the READER. vii 
ons, tho' one would think it was their Intereſt and 
Duty to have promoted publick Devotion, by keep · 
ing the People united. Had they gone no farther 
than to enjoin a Subſcription to certain Articles, Con- 
leſſions, and ſuch. vincula pacis, which ſhould affect 
none but them who poſſeſſed Places and Offices of 
Truſt and Power, or Profit, under their Government, 
it had furniſhed no ſuch Ground of Complaint : But, 
to take upon them to alter (by their temporal Autho- 


rity) that Plan of eccleſiaſtical Government, which 


Jeſus, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, appointed and leſt in 
his ſpiritual Kingdom, and which did actually ſubſiſt 
in his Church for filteen hundred Years;; to pretend 
to deprive and diveſt Men of ſpiritual Authority, ſim- 
ply by their ſecular Power, and declare that the Prieſts 
of the Moft High God are not to be regarded as ſuch 
without their Approbation, or to forbid (under high 
Penalties) any congregational Worſhip, where certain 
Names-are not pronounced, and certain Petitions (by 

their ſimple Lay-Authority) inſerted, which muſt be 
confeſſed at leaſt doubtful in their Nature and Ten- 


dency, and (to ſay no worſe) are equally unprimitive 
and unneceſſary. 


Theſe, and ſuch like Stretches of 
Power. muſt evidently tend to divide Communion, or 
to reſtrain publick Devotion, and cannot fail to have 
one or other of theſe hurtful Effects. 

It is acknowledged that ſovercign Princes have (in 
their reſpective Dominions) Power over all Perſons ee- 
cleſiaſtical as well as civil, and that a Churchman, 
guilty of a Crime, is punithable by the Laws of his 
Country, no leſs than a Layman : But for the State 
to uſurp a Power in holy Things, which does not, and 
(as it is a diſtin Society) cannot belong to it; to pre- 
tend to invalidate the Orders, or nullify the Miniſtrati- 
ons of ſpiritual Perſons, deriving their Authority only 
from Jeſus Chriſt, the Head of his Church; or to tell 
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the Members of his myſtical Body, that, under ſevere 


Pains and Penalties, they muſt worſhip God in ſuch a 
Way, or not at all; and inſert, into their publick Of. 
fices, ſuch diſputable Petitions as are not yet found 
well conſiſtent with the Nature and Laws of that juſt 
and holy Being, whom to honour and pleaſe is their 
higheſt Ambition and chief Care; or to make the tak- 
ing God's Name in vain a neceſſary Condition of their 
ſafe Acceſs to his publick Worſhip : If all this does 


not ſhew ſome Contempt of God, by whom Kings 
reign, while they thus make their publick and congre- 


— Adoration, due to him by his Creatures, 


firike Sail to worldly Politicks, and give Place to Rea- 


fons of State, it at leaſt diſcovers a Defect of Regard 


and Tenderneſs for them who -would fain approve 


themſelves to him as his true and faithſul Servants. 
This ſpiritual] Tyranny (which ſome Churches and 


States have exerciſed in their Turns) reſembles the 


Cruelty of Procruſtes, (a Highwayman in Greece) and 
makes the Boſom of the Church-Communion, in pu- 
wick Worſhip, ſomewhat like his Bed; none can 


dome into it but at the Expence of Torture, being ei- 
ther diſtended or diſmembred, ſtretched or ſhortned, ſo. 


2 


as to fit its Extent. | 


It is preſumed that no Man will approve of that ex- 
ceſſive Fondneſs which Nebuchadnezzar ſhewed for his 


own Inventions, nor of that Stretch of Power by which 
he enjoined the Adoration of an Idol (g); and as 


little will he vindicate the Caſes before mentioned, 


which, tho' they may not appear quite ſo glaring, are 
ſomewhat ſimilar, and both like acting out of Charac- 
ter, ultra vires, and in evident Contradiction to that 
Liberty we ſo much boaſt of, as well as to that Liber- 
ty wherewith Jeſus Chriſt has made us free (Y). h 
| % | | re- 
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FRET. .  — cn ix 
A recent Inſtance of this ( I am told) there is in our 
Siſter-Church df Scotland. The Clergy, about ſixty. 
Years ago, (not inferior to others of their ſeveral Or- 
ders, for Learning, Piety, Steddineſs, and Regularity of 
Life) were driven (moſt of them) from their Houles, 


Livings and Offices, by all the Violence and Outrage 
which Mobbing and Dragooning could: bring; and, 


when afterwards the Country was brought into- a Sort 
of Settlement, no Redreſs of their Wrongs could be 
obtained. They and their Succeſſors in Office have 


lived ſince in a harmleſs unmeddling Way, perſecut- 


ed, but mt forſaken, caſt down, but not deſiroyeu, as in, but 
xot of this World (i). They have had their Converſa- 
tion iu Heaven, where their Treaſure is, have minded 
only the Buſineſs of their Functions, aſſiſted with their 


Office ſuch as needed and deſired it, and have incul- 
cated om their People a ſteddy Belief of the Doctrines 


and Practice of the Duties enjoined in the Goſpel, 
without meddling with State-Politicks; or worldly In- 
tereſts, inſomuch that, in a late Time of great Trial, 


very few (not five in a Hundred) of them went out of 
their proper Sphere, to meddle in Things extrinfick . 


to their Office and Function: So that, im ſome Mea- 
ſure, they may arrogate to themſelves the Character of 
the firſt Preachers of our holy Religion, that they 
have juſtly and unblameably behaved themſelves a- 
* mong thoſe that believe (4) ; yet theſe innocent, in- 
offenſive Men are made liable to be-proſcribed, baniſh»: 
ed, and put to Death, if they dare to do that Duty, 
for the not doing whereof. God would judge them. 
It is a hard Dilemma, where the only Choice. ts, to be 
rained in this World; or damned in the next, 

Our bleſſed: Saviour (/) declined being a Judge of 
worldly Intereſts, a Determiner in Matters of Proper- 

| b. ty. — 
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To the READER) 
; but theſe poor Miniſters of his cannot now (with 
rz perform divine Service, without deciding a 


Controverſy, and determining diſputed Claims of very 
high Importance. If they baptize an Infant, abſolve a 
Penitent, aſſiſt the Sick and Dying, or miniſter to the 


Faithſul the greateſt Bleſſing and Comfort upon Earth, 
the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood, which is. 
the chief Conveyance of Pardon and Peace; of ſpiritu- 
al Life and Strength, the Principle and Pledge of Re- 
ſurrection and Immortality, to the well-diſpoſed Re- 
ceiver, or do what is incumbent on them for the per- 
fecting of the Saints, the Work of the Miniſtry, and 
edify ing of the Body of Chriſt, it is penal to them; 
and yet, when they are fairly called to perform any 
of thoſe Duties of their Function, if they ſtand in Awe, 
and avoid: doing them, on account of the Danger, 
they are anſwerable to him from whom they derive 
their Commiſſion, and to whoſe immediate Service n 


had ſolemnly devoted themſelves. 


Nor is the Caſe of the orthodox faithful Laity in 
that poor Country leſs ſtraitned, or Jeſs pitiable. 
They are convinced and ſenſible of God's Sovereign- 
ty, and their own Subjection; of his Dominion, and! 
their on neceſſary Dependence ;. they would willing- 
ly pay the Homage and Acknowledgments due to: 
their Creator and Redeemer in the beſt Manner they 
can, by entring into his Gates with Thankſgiving, and in- 
to his Courts with Praiſe, and there paying him the Ho- 
nour due unto his Name (m). 

But how is this to be done in: their Circumſtances ?: 
They well know that the God they deſire to worſhip: 


is holy, and deſires a holy Worſhip, and holy Wor- 


ſhippers, and will be — in * them that come 
They 


nigh him 059. 


(1) Pſal. xcvi. (2) Lev. x. 1, 2; 35 * | N 


f 1 | To the READER. . ; X | xi. 
They dare not, they cannot venture to approach 
him by the Miniſtry of the unauthoriſed, or to offer a 


polluted Worſhip; and immoral Prayers. This would 
be to affront him to his Face, like them who inſulted 


our Saviour, by bowing the Knee, ſaying, Hail, King! 
() and then ſmiting him with a Reed. This would 
be to unhallow their Sacrifice, and turn their mock. 
Obeiſances into Sin, and a Snare to them; which 
a ſerious Chriſtian would no more dare to do, than 
a well inſtructed ew would have put his Incenſe into 


the Cenſer of Corah, offered Swines Fleſſr upon the Al- 
tar of the God of Hrael, complied with Jeroboam's State- 


Religion, or ſacrificed to the Idols at Bethel and Dan. 
The Caſe ſtanding thus, the Laity of the Epiſcopal 
Communion in Scotland cannot refort for Worſhip to. 


their Pariſh- Churches, nor apply for ſacred Offices to 


the legal Incumbents, becauſe of the Doubtfulneſs of 


their Title to miniſter in holy Things, the (at leaſt 
ſuſpected) Nullity of their Miſſion, the Defects in 


their Miniſtrations, and the Immorality of their Pray- 


ers, beſides the Indecencies and Reveries (not to ſay 


Blaſphemies) which too often accompany extempors 


Effuſions; and yet, if they dare apply to their own 
regular Clergy, for valid and unexceptionable Mini- 


ſtrations, it muſt be with the Hazard of Fines and vex- 


atious Proſecutions, even to- Bonds and Impriſonments. 
Where this is the grievous Caſe, it muſt afford a 
diſmal: Proſpect of the languiſhing: State of true Reli- 
gion, and ꝑortend ſome heavy Judgment on the Nati- 
on, where Truth and Virtue are ſo far under Hatches.. 
To lee Places of regular Worthip; either burnt or: 
padlocked, and the Play Houſe open, that is, the 
Worſhip of the Devil connived ar, while the Wor- 
ſhip of God is diſcountenanced, and his Clergy de- 
graded from the Honour and Privileges of their Cha- 

8 racter 


- Fe \ ” 
77 2 \ F 5 


(o) St. Matth. xxvii. 29 


— — 


—— 


. "oe aany wx T ² wes, ws, 114 rh a 
Ay Neri. - £ 2 . 


— i, 
— — ———— —⁊ 


— — — — 


tution. 


"Aw rr 
w> 2 


xi To the READER. | 

racter and Office, one can ſcarce imagine this with - 
out a ſtrange Reflection on the Country where it hap. 
pens, and ſuppoſing ſome Julian at the Helm, the Laws 
antichriſtian, and Infidelity entred into the Conſti- 


| To bring upon a harmleſs, peaceable People, the 
molt grievous Famine of any, that foretold by the 
Prophet, a Famine of the Word of the Lord; to 
maltreat the Miniſters of Religion, not for any real 
Crime, but purely on the Score of their Function, be- 
cauſe they dare not affront their Maſter, by taking 
the Name of God in vain, and offering him ſuch Wor- 
ſhip as he will not accept, ſuch. Petitions as he can- 
not grant: This looks like a Penalty on the Goſpel, 
and a Contempt of the God: of Heaven. It is our 
Saviour's own Argument for. fair Quarter to his Am- 
baſſadors, He that deſpiſeth you, dejþpiſeth me ;. and he 
that deſpiſeth ine, deſpiſeth him that ſent me (þp). Þ © 

It is for the Benefit of pious Perſons, in the terrible 
Circumſtances above deſcribed, that theſe Directions 
are reprinted ; they may poſſibly be of Uſe to them 
whoſe Misfortune it. is to live in ſpiritual Deſerts ; L 
mean not in Pagan. or Muhometan Countries only, but 

iritual Deſerts of another Sort, i. e. ſuch as Here- 
ſy, Schiſm, Sacrilege and. Encroachments have made: 
in many . Places, and even: in.Chriſtian Countries of. 
another Communion, to whoſe Aſſemblies they cannot 


815 what is here offered. ſhall prove the happy Means: 
of ſolving. the Doubts, and guiding the Devotions of 
fincere, well diſpoſed Chriſtians, and helping: them 


foreward in. the Way to- true Peace and Happinels;. 
both the Author and Publiſher have their Aim, and 
will think themſelves amply rewarded for their Las: 


CON: 


bour.. 


(e) Luke à. 26. 


CONSIDERATIONS 
UPON A 


QUE STION, 


12. 


What a 2 hmiſtian is to do who goes into a 
Country or Place, where the Clergy is 


unwarrantable, or the M. orſhip corrupt, 
or both. 


\ HIS Queſtion is ſuppoſed to be put by a 
mn Chriſtian, who, as ſuch, muſt be preſumed to 


believe the Chriſtian Faith, the Summary 

whereof, as to all Points of neceſſary Be- 

lief. is contained in the Creeds and one Article is, 70 
believe the Holy Catholick Church ; or, as it is expreſſed 
in the Nicene Creel, The One Holy Catholick Church *, 
This Holy Catholick Church is, and can be but 
vne, becauſe there is but (a) one Lord, one Faith, one 
Boptiſm ; and this is manifeſt throughout the New 
Teſtament, where ſometimes it is called the Spou/e of 
Chriſt ; and there can be put one Spouſe, where there 

1 


is 


o See this Article of the Creed, as explained by the learned and 
excellent Biſbop Pearſon, and the pious: Mr. Keitlewell, (a) Eph. 


iv. 5. 


is but one Hucband. Fee it is * a a 
Building, which hath, or can have but one Foundationg 
and one chief Corner-Stone. Sometimes we find it cal- 
led, and compared to. a (c) Flock. under- one Shepherd, 
_ even Chriſt . And moſt emphatically it is called a (d) 
Body, of which Chriſt himſelf is the Head. (e) From 
whom the whole Body fitly joined together, and compacted 
by that which every Joint ſupplies, according to the effec- 
tual -working in the Meaſure of every Part, maketh In- 
creaſe of the B Body, unto the edifying of itſelf in Lave. | 
This. Body of Chriſt, the Church, muſt conſiſt of 
many Members, united together under him the Head, 
who quickens it into a ſpiritual Life in him; by im- 
parting to it, or deriving upon it the Grace of the one 
Holy Spirit, without which we cannot have Life e- 
terna 
if In this myſtical Body of Chriſt, the Church-Mem- 
bers are all ranged according to God's own Appoint- 
ment by Chriſt; that is, the Perſons of which the 
t Church confi ts, according to the Charter by which 
17 it is conſtituted, are of divers Conditions, Ranks and 
4 Orders, and not a looſe, incoherent Multitude : For, 
. by God's Appointment, ſome are to govern, and o- 
10 thers to be governed. (F) Obey them that have the 
. Rule over you, and ſubmit yourfelves. Some are to in- 
7 ſtruct or preach, and others to be taught: Some to mi- 
4 niſter in divine Things, and others to nn of their 
. Miniſtratious. | 
oF Here then theſe Things are plain, vis. That this 
| Body, the Church, can be but one, becauſe there is but 
ane Head to which it muſt be united, and one Holy Spi- 


ru to quicken it, and one Foundation of E aith to ſup-, 
port 
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port it: And, as it * gag it muſt have Order, to 
keep it from being monſtrous and in Confuſion. If afl 
the Body were one Member, it could not be a Body. 
(gs) If the whole Body were an Eye, where were the 
Hearing? And if the whole were Hearing, where were 
the Smelling ? And this demonſtrates the Neceſſity of 
Order ; and this Order conſiſts in the due Diſpoſition 
and Subordination of all the Parts, which muſt be 
thus united together; not by a changeable Humour as 
Men pleaſe, but as God has thought fit tl © 6100 
Therefore no Man can take upon him, either the 


$ 


governing, teaching, or miniſtring Part, or Office, 


but as appointed by Co F. (h) As the Father ſent the 


Son, ſo the Son ſent the Apoſiles, with, Commiſſion and 
Power to appoint and ordain others to help them to 
gather, form and govern his Church, and this Succel- 
ſion to be continued to the End of the World “. 


And thus he makes good his Promiſe to his Church, 
(i) Lo I am with you to the End bf the World. He Is 
with his Church by his Miniſters, who are the Stew- 


erds and Diſpenſers of his Word and Sacraments. He 
1s with his Miniſters by his Holy Spirit the Comforter, 


to enable them authoritatively and efeFually to bleſs in 


his Name. From hence it follows, that if the Clergy 


break this ſacred Bond, and keep not the Unity of the 


| TE: Spirit, 
s ) 1 Cr. xii. 17. See the: 234 Article of the Church of 

England, which declares, That it is not lawful for any Man to take upen 

bim the Office of publick Preaching,. or Miniſtring the Sacraments, before he 


Be Iawfully called. And as a Man cannot make himſelf a Miniſter in 
the Church, fo neither can he eonſtitute or appoint another to be lis 


Miniſter, no more than a Flock of Sheep can appoint their, own Shep- 


herd. (5) John xx. 21. Beveridge's 1ſt Vok Serm. Page 119. 
ſaith, We cannot come to the Knowledge of God's Word, but by bis. 
: Church ; neither can we rightly believe what is there revealed, nor du- 
ly perform what is there commanded, without the Aſſiſtance of God's 


Spirit, which is given by the Miniſtry of the Church, and ſhall abide 
with it for ever, as our Lord has promiſed, (i) Matib. xxviii, 20. 


. 
Spirit, they loſe their Authority, and. cannot efeFually 


miniſter in holy Things. And if the Laity follow 
ſuch Clergy, or abandon, or break from truly authoriſed 
Officers of Chriſt, they become like Branches broken 


off from the Vine, without Sap and Nouriſhment ; 


or, like Limbs cut off from the Body, without Spirit 
and Life. 


Again, we muſt note, that this one Catholick 
Church (ſtiled Catholict, to denote that the Church, 
as one, contains all Ages and; Places throughout the 
World, from the Beginning to the End of. it) is cal- 
led the one Holy Church, for theſe Reaſons. _ 

' 1/7, Becauſe it conſiſts of Perſons called or choſen out; 


of the World, to be a peculiar People unto, God, zea- 


lous of good Works; ſuch as are devoted to the live. 
ing God, to ſerve him in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs. And therefore, 175 HE 
2dly. All the Miniſters of the Go/pe! muſt be Preach. 
ers of Righteuſneſs, If they teach the People to be 
unjuſt, to do wrong, or any ſinful Thing, they become 
Mol ves, and. ceaſe to be Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who hath called us to Holineſs, at leaſt while they 
are ſuch Teachers, nor ought the Sheep to follow ſuch 
Shepherds. And therefore, : 1 
34%. All Members of the Church, however they 
may fail in their Practice, are bound te proſeſt Holi. 


neſs, or elſe they ought, as dead Branches, to be cut off 
from the Communion of Chriſtians. And from theſe. 
Rea ſons the Church is called and believed 555. 


It muſt alſo be conſidered; that this one Holy Ca. 


tholick Church, this myſtical Body of Chriſt, is not 
dead: and inoperative, but is living, as animated by 

the one Holy 1 85 and fruitful in good. Works, and 
diligent in the 


of which God's publick War ſhip moſt properly 5 and 


iſcharge of all God's Commandments, 


© 12 
ebiefly belongs to it, as a Society or Body, And, as 
the publick Worſhip of God is a Duty which we are 


all bound by Nature and Kevelation to perform, 10 
there is much Comfort and Benefit to all. ſober Minds, 
when it is pure as it ought to 8 
But then, whatever is done, or deſigned for God's 

Worſhip, or Service, muſt be agreeable to the di- 
vine Nature, and correſpondent to God's Will and 
holy Commandments. : For, if our Worſhip be not 
holy and true, and offered with pure Minds, inſtead of 
Honour to. God, it becomes offenſive Profanation ; 
and, inſtead of an. (4) acceptable Service, ſuch Wor 
ſhip is an Abomination *. For to God, who is Holi- 
neſs itſelf, nothing but what is holy can be accep- 
table. (J) The righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs : But 


the Wicked, and him that loveth Violence, his Soul hateth. 


Therefore, where the Worſhip is made inconſiſtent 
with God's Henour, by being «n/u, there our Obli- 
22 to join. in ſuch: Worth ip ceaſeth, and we are 

ound in Duty to avoid it, and ſhew our Diſlike of it: 


For, as we ſaid above, our Worſhip, our Pray ers, 


and the like, can be no longer a Duty, or Benefit to 
us, than they are acceptable to God. And we may 
be ſure they can be no longer acceptable to him, 


than they are agreeable to his Nature, as being fram- 


ed according to Truth and Righteouſneſs, and offered 
up to him in Faith and Sincerity of Heart. | 

From hence it follows, that all Chriſtians are under 
the greateſt. Obligations imaginable to conſider two 
Things, viz. 

1ſt. What Worſhip, what Prayers they preſume to of- 


fer up, what Service they preform to God. And, 


2dly, 


00 Een, l. 1. * No ade Thing maſt be offered in ile Led, 
t . ay en r il ana, Deut. XVI, 1. 
0 Ed. Xi. 5, 8. 


6 


. 0 | | 
3 © 2dh. They muſt conſider by . Prayers are of. 


fered up. becauſe, as Chriſtians, we belong to Chriſt's 
Body, the Church; and becauſe of the Order in 
EN all the Members are ranged and knit together : 
For, as it hath been proved above, and is.neceflary to 
be inculcated here, it is not an indiſcriminate Num- 
ber of People, promiſcuous, without Method or Con- 
nection, but a Body, as other political Societies are; 
and of this Body Chriſt himſelf is the Head,; and 
our publick Worſhip is the Service of this Body and 
it is the Worſhip of every individual Chriffian, as 
they are Members of Chriſt: For, as the el 


poſed, and compacted together, without which the; 


. cannot live; ſo the Church conſiſts of divers Perſons, 
fy of different Qualities: Powers and Conditions, as hath 
* © been, ſhewn above, and muſt be well confidered i in the 
i ' Queſtion propoſed: | ah 

£0 For they who govern this geri, which is founded 
1 upon a divine Ghorter, to ſpiritual Purpoſes. muſt do it 


by Chri/Ps Authority, who; as Head of his Church. (m) 
: Bave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
„ Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of 
10 Cb ri *xkx. | 

Th The Work of the Miniſtry then cannot hy in com- 
Pill mon, to be taken up and exerciſed by any one that 
i will. but by. ſuch only as are-/awf/ly thereunto cal- 
10 led. (2) How hall they preach except they be. ſent. And 
0 thus ſaid our Saviour to his Apoſtles, when he gave 
them Commiſſion to gather and govern his Church; 
„ (e) As my Father fent me, fo ſend I you. And upon 
19 this Ground St. Paul argues concerning the prieſt ly 
1 | TS Office 


1 . | 

ah (mn) ob. W. 11, 122 See this ſolidly and largely proved by 
$1438 Dr. Potter, in his excellent Diſcourſe of Church- Government, Chap. 
1 | 5. Page 234, Cc. (n) Rom. X. 15. (o)- Jobn XX. 21. 


Body conſiſts of divers Parts and Members, duly diſ. 
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3 (7.961: | 
Office in the Church. ( No Men: taketh this Honour: 
to himſelf. but he that is called of Cod, as was Aaron 1. 

So then, as there can be no Church without Officers, 
iz. Bithops, or Prieſts, and none can miniſter as ſuch, 
in the Church of Chriſt, but thoſe who derive their 

Authority from him; ſo none ought to ſubject, - or 
join themſelves to any for divine Offices, but to thoſe 
who are duly and rightly qualified and inveſted with. 
Authority from God to perform then. And none can 
have that, who are cut off by. Excommunication,” or 
have cut themſelves off by Hereſy or Schiſn. Sg 
Saul loſt his Kingdom by preſuming to offer Sacri- 
fice, which was the Prieſt's Office. Uzzah was ſtric- 
ken dead for meddling with the Ark, tho” but to ſave. 
it. (9) Uzzieh was ſtricken with Leproſy for preſum- 
ing to burn Incenſe. ME „ oa ores 1 59 
This Preſumption of miniſtring in holy Things, 
without Commiſſion, was the Sin of Xerab and his Com. 
plicer. And of how great Conſequence that was, ap- 
pears by the dreadful Judgment which was executed 
upon them. And as for thoſe who join with them, 
they become Partaters of their Sin, and may therefore 
expect to 4hare in their Puniſhment, at leaſt they for- 
feit their Title to God's Bleſſing, and Benefit of all 
other ſpiritual Graces, which can only be had by keep- 
ing the Unity of the Spirit inthe Bond of Peace. Our 
Saviour promiſeth his Preſence only to thoſe who were 
gathered together in his Name, that is, by and under his 
Authority. Where the Succeſlion is broken, (as it is 
2 0 1447 2-16; 


{p) Heb. v. 4. If thoir occaſionally comeſt into any City, do 
not ſimply inquire for the Houſe of God, for Hereticks and Schiſma- » 
ticks call the Places of their Aſſemblies, God's Houſe. Neither do 
thou ask at large for the Church, but for the Catholick Church. St. 
Cyril Hierus, Catechiſm 18, Page 222, Edit. Paris, (%) 2 Chron. 
Xv. 19. a | | as 


„ In Schißn) the Sequence is interrupted, and they ean- 
| not derive the holy Spirit upon others, who haye it 
il not themſelves “. 

5 As therefore it concerns all Chriſtians to conſider 
1 What eectlef aſtical e or Prieſts, they join 
{is themſelves ; ſo, 

| 11 24ly. It concerns them no les to conſider what Sa- 
5 erifice, what Service, what Prayers are offered up; for, 


as an intruding, or ſchiſinatical Prieſt, who wants Fu- 
thority for what he preſumes to do, renders the Service 
fruitleſs; fo, if a Prieſt, who is lawfully called. ſhall 
| offer up polluted, unholy Prayers, they render themſelves 
; and him odious to the Almighty ; and whoever wittinge 


. J joins with him, becomes Partater of his Guilt. Up- 

1; on this Foot it is, as I conceive, that Roman Catho- 

Ii licks communicate not with us, becauſe they hold our 

. Prieſthood to be ſchiſnatical; nor do we communicate 

+" with them, becauſe their Service is corrupt, and their 

oh Prieſthood affected by it, with reſpe@ to the true 

„ Catholick Church. 

Th | In ſome Caſes it is commonly pretended, that, when 

1 we go into Congregations where there are immoral Pray- 

ih ers, we let thoſe Prayers alone, (If we are at Liberty 
90 to pick and chufe our Prayers, and to let what we 
3 diſlike alone, and are not concerned to what Prieſt we 

0 Join ourſelves, we may go into any Popiſh Aſſemblies to 

bl worſhip, or even into a Turkiſh Moſque. which every 

i ſober Chriſtian abominates) and do not join in them. 


A 


: 
a5 
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And, when it is not known that the Prieſt intends to 
offer up ſuch ſinful Prayers, this may excuſe thoſe who 
are preſent, but do not Join in them : But, if he knows 
before that the Service is corrupt, it will not excuſe, 
tho Amen be not faid to them: And yet perhaps few 

People 
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People are, or ean be ſo attentive always, as never to 
drop an Amen, through Inadvertency, to ſuch Prayer. 
But, be this as it will, if any one goes to & Congre- 
gation; where ſame of the Prayers are ſuch as he can- 
not join in, What doth he repair to that Aſſembly ſor? 
Certainly the Ends of ſuch ſolemn Aſſemblies are fru- 
ſtrated by it; for the End of aſſembling for divine Ser- 
vice is, (r) That, with one Mind, and uith one Mouth, we 

may glorify God; that is, that all the Congregation may 

have the ſame Thoughts and Deſires, and utter the 
fame Words, in Con junction with the Prieſt who is the 


* * 


But the Abſurdity of going to Congregations where 
there are immoral Prayers, is farther apparent from this 
Confideration, That every particular Congregation, 
duly afſembled with their Prieſt, reſembleth the- whole 
Church of Chriſt, as being an homogenial - + Part of 
it, and is therefore Sound and Catholiek, as in Union, 
Coherence, and Conjunction with it, whieh originally 
3s Holy and Catholick. And thus is Chriſt virtually 
and beneficially preſent with Chriſtians ſo aſſembled. 


And as Chriſt is the Head of the who/e Church, ſo is e- 
very Prieſt, for the Time oſſteiating, the Repreſentative, . 
Head or Mouth of that Aſſembly where he officiates, 


and all the Congregation are joined to him-as-ſuch. - 
This Truth was long ago infiſted on by our learned 
Mr. Mede, and fo elearly and fully expreſſed by Mr. 
Nelſon, in his excellent Book of the Feaſts and Faſts of 

e e the 


) Rom. xv. 6. ; One Prayer, one Supplication. Igutint, Ep. 


ad Nagneſ. Cap. 7. Juſtin Martyr alſo calls theſe (mmon- 
Prayers, Apol. 1. as: our Publick Service is called, becauſe all de or 


'Fwuld join in them. 4 And Dr. Potter, in his Diſcourſe of 'Church- 
Government, . Chap. 5. Page 245. faith; E it impoſſible fer the Congre- 


ation to join in one Prayer, but by attending to 1 
Aouth of the Congregation, + 4 
Whole. ; | 
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the Church, thus, * 4 Actions of Men in -boly fem. 
blies, are not. like their private Actions at other Timesie- 
For all the Actions in publick are ts be accounted - as one 
Aetion of the whole Body; ; every Praper, the Prayer of all 
as one :- What/cever Worſhip God requires of any one alone, 
the ſame alſo he-requires of all met together as one: From 
whence it is plain, That whoſoever repairs to Aiſem- 
blies, where he knows immoral Prayers are Part of the 
publick. Worſhip, he makes thoſe Prayers to become his 
own, whether he approves them or not. 

- From the Nature of the Thing. then, Sad am, he 
whole Tenor of the Goſpel, it is manifeſt, that a re- 
gular Prieſthood, and an holy and uniform Worſhip, is re- 
quired for all Chriſtians, (Can that be publick Worthip 
where the, Prieſt and one Part of the Congregation are 


praying one Way, and. the other Part are praying 


another-? Or, can he be a Prieſt. to them i in Publict, 


who are uttering, Prayers of their own, and privately 


alſo.?- Or, can private Chriſtians be their own Prieſt 
in publick, and offer their own Sacrifice? They muſt 
be ſo, unleſs they join with the Prieſt; whereas they 
ſay they do not) in which they may, and muſt unani- 
moully agree: For, if they do not, the Inſtitution of 
Chriſt is violated, and the Workhip corrupted, and made 
ineffectual to the Purpoſes for which it is offered up- 
The Church of Corinth fell into a Miſchief of this 


Kind, when they had Diviſions in their religious Af 


ſemblies, and were reproved by St. Paul for it, the? 
they ſeem not to have had any immoral Prayers in their 
Worſhip; for he faith, (4) Their Coming together (in 
ſuch Manner) was not for - the better, but. far the worſe. 
In the firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
you may ſee. there were. Contentions among them, 


while 


Page 11, () 1 Cor, xi. 17, 18. 
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while (t) One ſaid he was 15 Paul, another of A pollos, 
another of Cephas, and another of CHRIST. And 
this was contrary to what St. Paul earneſtly. beſought 

them, (v) by the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
they ſhould ſpeak the ſame Things, and be perfectiy joined 
together in the. ſame Mind, and in the- ſame Judgment. 
Theſe Contentions and Diviſions among the Corinthians, 
in their religious Aſſemblies, I conceive. to have been a- 
bout fome Perſons for whom Prayers were to be offered 

up: For, as St: Paul directs (x) Prayers and Supplications 
to be made for Kings, and all that are. in Authority; fo 
Piety and Gratitude made it a conſtant Practice to 
remember in their Prayers the Biſhop - of the Church 
for the. Time being, and the Authors of their Con- 
verſion: to Chriſtianity, and other Benefactors to whom 
they were in any great Degree obliged. And many at 
Corinth might probably have different Authors of- O) 
their Converſion, as they had of their Bapliſin; and ſo J 


coneeive they came to differ in their Prayers, while each 


ſtrove to have their Friends preferred. ow" this Diffe- 

rence, ſmall as it may ſeem to have been, ſpoiled their 

Devotions, and brought a ſevere Reproof 1 rom the A- 
oftle. upon them. 

As St. Paul exhorted and beſdughr the Cirinthians to 
avoid: Contentions, or Schiſms, as hindring and . cor- 
rupting their Devotions, which all.Chriſtians-ought to 
be very careful of; ſo, in the Church at Carthage, in 
a Time of Perſecution, St. Gprian, the Biſhop of it, 
wrote to his Presbyters, Deacons and People, earneſtly 
preſſing them both to Diligence and Unanimity in their 
Prayers. And he tells them that he had a Viſion, in 
which! it was ſaid, its and ye ſhall. TECHIE . and then 

the 


0 1 Gr. 1. 12. | (v) 1 Cor, bs. Hi (#) 1. Tint, ii. T, 2; 
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the People (in the Viſion preſent) were commanded-t 2 
pray for ſome Per/3ns who were recommended to their 
Prayers: But the People differed both in their Words 

and Wills, and that this was diſpleaſing to him, who 

„ faid, Aid, and ye ſball receive. St. Qpriun tells them the 

| _ Calamity of Perſecution had not happened. if the Bre- 
thren had been znanimous; and he earneſtly preſſes 

ih them, as St. Paul does all Chriſtians; to avoid Diſcord. 

| in their Devotions, becauſe it would+hinder the good 
Effect of them, but to labour to be, as the Chriſtians 
were deſcribed to have been, (z) , one Heart, and f 
By all this it appears, that Unanimity is neceſſary, | 
i very neceſſary to recommend our Prayers to Alinighty. Ml | 
7% God ; and that therefore we ought not to go to Con- 
1 gregations where: the Prayers are ſueh as we cannot 
mb Join in throughout. (If we ſeem to pray with the Con- 
"hi gregation, and do not, it is Hypocriſy: with Men: 
om And if we pray with-the.Congregation, and yet mean 


i not what we utter to God, it is abominable Hypocriſy 
1 with him . (a) Again, / fay unto you, that if two of 


you ſhall agree on Earth; as touching any Thing ihey ſhall 
asl, it ſhall be done ſor them of my Father which is in Hea · 
ven. I God, who makes Men to be of one Mind in an 
Houſe, will admit none into his eternal heavenly Habi- 
Ell tation, but thoſe who are-unanimous. in their Prayers!) 
60 90½. Here: ſome good People grow: uneaſy out of 
ial iS Fear that.: they ſhould live. like. Heathens, and as 

| 1} | . vito. 


(2) Ad iv. 32. Imo. vers nec veniſſent hae mala, ſi in u- 
nam fraternitas fuiſſet animata. St. Cypr, Ep. 1 1. 4 34, Tide 
18 | Toquendum..cum-Dev,” tanquam,- lnomines audiant; & ſſe loquendura f b. 
199 cum hominibus, tanquam Deus: audiat. Macrub. Sawernal: Lib. 4.4 
. Cap. 7. (a), Matth. xviii. 19. f Deus. qui: inhabitare faeit u- 
1 nanimes in domo, , non admittit in- divinam & eternam domum niſi 
Fs eos apud ques eit unanimis ratio. St. Gypriaz. te Orat;.Donin, Page: 5 
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without God in the World, if * ſhould not repair to 
ſome Place of publick Worſhip, for which they can have 
no Opportunity, but in ſuch Congregations as are men- 
tioned in the Queſtion at the Head of this Diſcourſe. 
By what has been already ſaid, it appears, That 
refuſing to be of ſuch Congregations, is not living 
without Cod, but adhering more firmly to him, and giv- 
ing Proof of a greater Reverence and Regard to the 
Purity and Holineſs of his divine Nature; and is a 
nobler Teſtimony of our godly Fear and Sincerity of 
Heart, when we refuſe to appear where the Name of 
God is profaned, by an open Violation of his Laws, 
becauſe (6) Obedience is better than Sacrifice, (* In 
Time of Perſecution, my beloved Brethren, when you ſee 
our Aſſemblies broken up, our Congregations ſcattered, and 
the Paſtors not permitted to preach, be not moved ; fot 

whoever by ſuch Means is ſeparated from the Flock in Body, 
but not in Heart and Mind, ought not to be perplexed, ths | 
cauſe he can never be alone in his Flight, who hath Chriſt 
for his Companion; nor can he who keeps the Temple of 
God, be ever, or any where without God.) and God 
has no Need of our Prayers. What publick W orſhip 
had E/;jah by the Brook Cherith where the Ravens fed 
him? Or thoſe, excellent Perſons (6) of whom the 
World was not worthy, who are ſaid to have wandred in 
Deſerts, in Mountains, in Dent, and in Caves of the 
Earth? Theſe were not without God, nor cut off 
from the Church, tho' they could not be in the /6+ 
0 enn 


050 1 Sam. xv „46 „ Nec quiquar, 2 dle cum imi, cum 
populum nofirim fugari metu conſpexerit perſecutionis, conturbetur, 
quod collectam e non n nec tractantes cpiſcopos audi- 
at. Ubicunque in illis diebus unuſquiſque fratrum fuerit, a grege in- 
terim neceſſitate temporis corpore, non ſpiritu, ſeparatus, non movea⸗ 
tur; ſolus non eſt cui Chriſtus in fuga comes; ſolus non eſt, qui 


| templum Dei ſervans ubicunque fuerit, ſine Deo non eſt, St. Cyprian. | 
@) Heb, xi. 38. 


Ep. 58. Pe 122. Edit. Oxon, 


oh. 
enn Afﬀeniblics: The like was the Cafe of the Mar- 


ayrs in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, who, for the 


Truth's Sake, were condemned to work in the Mines, 
and were impriſoned, and could not therefore come 
at any religious Aſſemblies, and yet were not, nor did 
they think themſelves, as without Cod in the World, 
We are to conſider, as was hinted above, That 
God does not want our Prayers to inform him of our 
Deſires, or to move him te gratify them, otherways 
than as he requires our Homage and Service, which we 
muſt always pay him, as above proved, or elſe they 
will not be acceptable to him; and, if they be not, to 
be ſure they will bring down no Bleſſing upon us. 
Under ſuch Ciroumſtances, therefore, When zoek 


C Chriſtians can have no Reconrſe to lawful Aſſemblies; | 
where an holy Worſhip is offered up by # warrantable 


7 Hrieſibood. (That Prieſthood only is warrantable which 
acts in the Unity of the Church; för Chriſt never 
gave Power to any to actlagainſt pis Body the Church; 


for what Power he gave was for E#ificetion + For, as St. 


Pan ſaith, (c) We can do nothing againſt, But for the 
Truth; therefore no Biſhop can ordain - authoritatively 
in, or into Schiſm ; nor can Perſbns ordained blefs 
in the Name of Chriſt, becauſe. they have not bis 
Authority to att by) let them tepeir d to their Cloſets, 
and there offer up ſuch Prayers as are agreeable to 
Almighty God: And. if they can, let them do it a- 
bout the Time of the ſhemn Aſembliet, and in Heart, 
or Mind and Wiſh, make themſelves Members of 
fuch Congregations, by offering up. in Subſtance at 
Jeaſt, the ſome Players. Thus the Prophet Daniel, 
when in Captivity at Babylon, (d) went wp into his 
Chamber, and opening his Windows 'tmwards Jeruſalem, 
the Place of God's ſolemn W . there made his 

b 


149 2 On xi. 68. (@) Dan. vi. 1 


—Y Cd a od ad. 1 W _ © 


Pray er with an Eye of Faith, Tocking to, and joining: 
Debs re with that Worihip, which was, or ought, 
there to be performed. And this (I doubt not) made 
him looked upon by God as a true Member of the 
Jeruſalem Church; and gave him the Benefit of that 
Worſhip, tho' not preſent at it. Nor is it to be que- 
ſtioned, but that Chriſtians, from the like Practice, will 
have the like Benefit. 

Bur, while People are thus kom Gow the folemn Af. 
ſemblies, they muſt not be idle, but muſt take Care to 
de rather more aſſiduous, and to offer up ſome Prayers 
to Almighty God on behalf. of his poor Church, fo 
miſerably torn and afflicted with: Hereſies apd Schiſms. : 
That he would be plea ſel to pour out a Spirit of Ho- 
linefs and Peace upon it; That his publick Worſhip 
may be eſtabliſhed with Truth and Purity every where; 
That ſineere Chriſtians may find in at Places, the deſir- 
able Opportunity of ſerving God. with goodConſciences: 

The Sum of all this is, That —— is but one Lord. 
ena Faith, one Bapti/m,; but one Body, the Cburab, under 
one Head Chrift Fe/us ; and but one Holy Spirit to ſancti- 
fy and quicken this Body; and one Prieſthood to mini- 
ſter in his Name. And the Conſequence of this is, That 
there ean be bnt one true Cammunion, out of which I-knuw 
no Title any one hath to God's covenanted Merc yo 
Upon this Foot the true Members oſ the Church of Ei 185 
land. either at Home or Abroad, join in no Communi- 
on with Roman Catholicks, nor with any at Geneva, or 
elſewhere, of that Sect, or any other, for the Corrnpe-" 
71/5 of. the Service in one Party, and the Defeft of 
the Prieſthood in the other; whatſoever Communious. 
there are, which are not of the true Ghurch of England, 
no ſound Member of her can lawfully communicate“ 
in them; for ſo to do is an- AR of Schiſm, which 
our Church. ſolemnly prays «to « be deliyered from. + 
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( 16) 
5 5 If the Church of England, before the Revolution; 
was in the one true Communion of the Catholick 
Church, then thoſe who, at the Revolution, abandoned 
her Doctrine, and her Biſhops, cannot be of her 
Communion, and by Ps range Bot * the one 
right Communion. | 


A more particular | 25 * 


CONSIDERATIO ON 


or T H'E 


CASE of choſe Pious Chriſtians, 


Who at this e are deprived of the 
Benefit of Canonical Miniſters, to ad- 


miniſter the Sacraments, and diſcharge. 


other Miniſterial Offices among them. 5 


Caſe propoſed, and warned Men of what they 
ought not to do, I ſhall now proceed to telt 


He already given 2 Reſolution of the! 


them what, in this Strait, they may and ought to do; 


and how they may diſcharge a good Conſcience, and 
find Comfort to their Souls, in the Midſt of ſuch un- 
comfortable Circumſtances and: diſmal Deſolation in 


the Church of God. 


For more SatisfaQion in this Caſe, I ſhall firſt lay 


down ſome Propoſuions for . Matter, * 
n 
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ion; men proceed to particular Directions. The firſt then 
ick WW chall be this. . 
ned 1ſt. That poſitive Laws, from e ariſe poſitive ; 
her Duties, as they are particular Favours, and for our 
one particular and ſpecial Benefit and Advantage, ſo a ſin- 
gular Regard is to be had to them, and perhaps a 
more than ordinary, grateful, reverend and diligent 
— © Obſervation of them; yet, where ſuch Duties cannot 
4 be performed, the Obligation of the Law, during ſuch 
Time, lies ſuſpended, and God ſupplies the Want of 
them, to his faithful Servants, in ſuch Ways as ſeem 
k beſt to him. For Inſtance, Chriſt inſtituted tbe Sa- 
N. crament of his Body and Blood (as I may fay) for 
our Sakes, and for our particular Support and Kdvan- 
rage, that thereby we might not only commemorate 
his Death and Paſſion, and therein the Work of our 
Redemption; but alſo that, by that Means, he might 
more firmly unite us to himſelf, convey to us the 
more plentiful Influence of his Grace and Succours, 
and build us up in him, and ſtrengthen us againſt 50 
our ſpiritual Adverfaries. And therefore thoſe great 
Benefits, which we ſtand ſo much Need of, 1 well 
conſidered, it muſt be acknowledged, that thoſe who 
negle this Duty, where it can be paid, do ſhew a 
Contempt of God's Favour, and a lighting of his. 
Grace and Succours, and a manifeſt Neglect of their 
own Souls : But yet, where it is wanting, not by our 
Default, God will not only not impute it to ns as our Sin, 
but ſuccour us by ſome other Means, Thus the Jews 
ſhewed a Kind of Defiance of God, in not offering the 
Sacrifices required in the Law : But when they were 
carried captive, and could not come to the Place by 
the Law appointed, they are never blamed for any: 
fach Neglect; neither did they amongſt them, who. 
molt longed after Fermiaſem, and moſt zealouſſy deſired. 
| to. 
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erform their Duty to the utmoſt, ever look upote 
it as $ their Sin, but as their Affliction. And ſtill more 
may. be ſaid in behalf of thoſe primitive. Chriſtians, 
who were baniſhed. into barbarous Regions, or forced 
(to ſave their Lives) to take Sanctuary in the moſt ſex 
cret hiding Places; and, by their Conſtancy and Cou : 
rage, we ſee, that God did otheruays lupply them 
with his Grace. 

Prop. 2. That where we are Jeprived of thoſe Or- 
dinances, wherein moſt Glory ſeems to be given to 
God, and moſt Benefit redound. to ourſelves, this is ſo <4 
far from excuſing us in other Matters which we can do, f. 
that it rather obliges us to-do. all, to the utmoſt that P 
lies in our Power, becauſe we cannot do all we would, 0 
and which (if it were otherways) we ought to doi ti 
but yet, at the ſame, Time, it warns us to keep a ſtrict e 
and wary Guard upon ourſelves, that we be not ſe- ly 
duced. or. overawed to do what we ought not to do; g. 
what we can do, will more properly be, ſpoken. of 9: 
hereafter in the Directions. Here we. are to con- * 
ſider, that fuch are Times of Temptation: and Trial; 4 
ſubtle Seducers are then play ing their Game; cruel 1 
Perſecutors will aſſault. us with Terrors and Torments,, 


en „„ „ + 


and we are too apt to hearken to thoſe Things which. bo 
make for our Eafe, Thus we ſee ſome make-the Pre- V 
tence of the publick Service of God the Ground of. th 
their ſinful Compliances.; ſome cannot. bear. the Loſſes. wy 
and ſuffer the Hardihips ; and ſome; diſtinguiſh them- hc 
ſelves out of their Senſes and Conſciences; and thus, ar 
they become /ike the Seed that fell upon the ſtony Ground, . ll 
where it was received with Fay, and grew up apace ; Gut, ah 
when the Sun of Perſecution aro/e, it withered away. 1 pl 
Prop. 3. That this Plea, of the Want of canoni- * 
cal Miniſters to perform the ſolemn Worſhip, though: gr 
it will not warrant any unlaxſul Communion, yet 3 t 


o ht. 


be 


to bewitch them with the Spirit of Giddineſs ! 


* 
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ought to be made in Truth, and not fet op as a pre- 
tence where it really is not, which to do, is to turn 
an Excuſe into a Crime. TOE they cannot be 
had ſo frequently, or not ſo eaſily. What then? Is the 
Diſcharge of our Duty to God ſo mean a Matter, 
that we muſt take no Pains, or run no Hazard for it ? 
Are the Means-of Salvation of ſo ſmall Moment, that 
they muſt atways court us, and we never ſeek after 
them ? How will the SeQaries ran to and fro, gi ive 
ing! Notice far and near, that all their Tribes ma. 
come to hear a famous Holderforth of Noiſe, Non- 
ſenſe and DeJufion ! And what Shoals of Quakers 
may you fee flocking from all Quarters, as if it were 
to beſiege a Country Town, when any of their Mut- 
ties are graciouſly pleaſed to come down grein. them 
| Sure- 
iy theſe Men's Zeal 1s imitable, tho? their Errors be 
deplorable, and their  Fervency, in ſuch miftaken and 
dangerous Paths, is a burning Shame and Reproach to 
all thoſe who are ſo cold and lazy in the Cauſe of 
Truth and Ri ghteoufneſs. In ſhort, all the Pains, Pe. 
rils and Bufferings in this World, are inconſiderable, 
when laid in the Balance againſt our eternal Salvation; 
and that is not to be had but by the Uſe of the Means. 
Where therefore' they can be had, we ought not te 
think any Pains too great, that we may enjoy the Uſe- 
and Benefit of them; and then may we, with Comfort, 
Hope that God will ſupply what we want, when we 
are not negligent to make Uſe of all he affords us. 
Prop. 4. The Circumſtances of ſome may not permit 
them to remove, where the Want of what they com- 
plain for may be ſupplied; and of others, to procure 
canonical Miniſters to come amongſt them. It is a 
great Happineſs when Things are Aae by the right 
W 3 and that Senſe is not put upon a Man's 
N 8 
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Words, which he never intended, efpecially in this 
captious quarrelſom Age. I am no Admirer of 
Fickleneſs, and unſteady Flitting to and fro, from Place 
to Place, nor would be thought to promote Men's 
unneceſſary undoing themſelves : There are ſome 
whoſe Buſineſs is ſo fixed, or involved, that, without 
great Wrong to their F amilies, or Injuſtice to others, 
they cannot quit their Abode, or change their Way 
of Living : But then there are others, whoſe Circum- 
ſtances are ſuch, as may well enough conſiſt with a 
Removal, without any great Diſadvantage; and for 
ſuch not to part with ſome little preſent Profit, for the 
greater Advantage of their Souls, argues, that they do 
not ſet a true and juſt Value upon the Ordinances of 
God, nor are poſſeſſed with that deep Senſe of Religion 
which ought to be inſeparable from every Chriſtian z 
and if they indulge themſelves herein, they will be 
in Danger, by Degrees, to loſe all Senſe of Religion. But 
then, there are others, tho” not ſo well capable of remoy- 
ing, whoſe Abilities in the World are not ſo mean, but 
that, without any conſiderable Detriment to their E- 
Rates, (and who knows but that God's Bleſſing may 
plentifully return it even in that Kind) they may 
procure canonical Miniſters to be among them, and, by 
this Means, not only find Confort to themſelves, but 
relieve and ſupport the drooping Souls of others near 
them, whoſe low Eſtate in the World had left them 
"deſtitute and comfortleſs without ſuch ſeaſonable Sup- 
plies : And if the Offices were performed not always 
in one Place, but circularly, and by Agreement, 
from Time to Time, in different Places, thereby the 
Charge would be leflened, more receive the Benefit, 
and the Envy declined, and Malice fruſtrated of thoſe 
| bigotted heady Adverſaries, who would be apt to fall 
Toul upon fixt Congregations. And this is ſill W 
CE | the 
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the more \praflicable and eaſy, by the extreme a. 
tous Condition of divers 7 a th Clergymen, who,. 
for Food and Rayment, would gladly undertake the 
Employment; and they have hard Hearts who can 
ſufler thoſe to ſtarve, who are ready to wait all Oppor- 
tunities to. ſeed their Souls. Fam not wilting to men- 
tion how richly deluded: Sectaries can maintain their 
Seducers. And is the Way of Truth ſo barren, that 
it cannot afford a bare 10 to them; who e 
nothing more in the Diſcharge of their paſtoral Office ? 
Has Charity ſo- forſaken: the true Religion, that the 
Flock ſhould grudge » neceſfary Maintenance te the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, who ſeek. no ſeeular Advantages, 
but only the Good of others Souls, and wherewithal 
to-live, that they may purſue it? If it be thus, Re- 
lig ion is at the laſt Gaſp; but, when they have con- 
gadered better on it, I. hope their Hearts will ſmite 
them, and. they will do better Things. 
If this Courſe was taken, it would go-a:great Way, 
but yet L fear it would not anſwer the Neceſſities of 


all; and therefore all the Care that can; muſt be 


taken of thoſe whom theſe Supplies will not reach 
and ſo I come in Concluſion to la down ſome Direc- 
tions to ſuch, in the Obſervation: of which, I hope, 
they may find Comfort to their Souls, and Favour 


with God: And hereiff it may be firly confidered,. 


how they are to deport and behave themſelves, both 
towards others, and towards God. 

Now, theſe muſt expect that their e will. be 
critically inſpected, and that they will. be; liable 
to all the Cenſures, not only of thoſe who are 
thought to be wiſe and ade but even of the 
fooliſh and; impertinent; and tho Scandal: taken, 
and not given, is their own Harm who will be finding 
Fault without Caule, yet all Occaſions of it. ſhould be 

D ent 


Xe 


cut off as near as we can; and therefore, in the 5ſt 


Place, I ſhall adviſe them with whom I have now to do, 
that they take more than an: ordinary Care, of. their 
Lives and Converſation ; and that they not only ob- 
ſerve all the Rules of Juſtice and Honeſty, but, as much 


as in them lies, avoid all Appearance of Evil; and as a 


Conference, thus far void of Dffence, will adminiſter ng 
ſmall Satisfaction and Comfort to a Man's own Mind, 
ſo it will be a great Means to ſtop the Mouths of others, 
and toreconcile them. to a good Opinion of you, it be- 
ing almoſt natural to infer, that a Life every Way ſo 
ſtrict among Men, doth: not proceed. but from ſome 
good Senſe of Duty towards God; beſides that Inof- 
fenſiveneſs will allay the, Malice and Fury of your Ads 
verſaries, who cannot, for Shame, be ſo violent in their 
Perſecutions of Men who live: among them foharmeſly 
and innocent. FF | | 


2dly. According to your Ability, be charitable to 
the Poor and Needy, and compaſſionate of Perſons in 


Diſtreſs. This is a God-like Quality, and. herein we 
fairly imitate the Father of Mercies, whoſe Goodneſs 
is over all his Works, and hath proclaimed himſelf 
particularly the Patron of the Poor and Oppreſſed, 


This enlarges the Heart of Man, that he doats not on 


the Things of this World, and adds a ſecret Plea: 
ſure and Delight in doing Good with what he. poſſeſſes; 
this wins the Hearts of others, and makes him Friends of 
the unrighteous Mammon; this ſtaggers his Enemies, 

ho cannot but pay ſome Reſpect to ſuch communica- 
tive Goodneſs ; this difcovers his Truſt in God, whillf 
he truſts'not in heaped up Riches, and ſhews, that he 
doth not think that a Man's Life conſiſts in the Abun- 
dance of the Things which he poſſeſſeth; and it. is 
ſome Comſort to his Mind, that he is not altogether an 
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t BY unprofitable Steward, in managing the Talent wheres 
0, with God hath intruſted him. | „ 
ir 3%. Concern not yourſelf, if poſſible, with any 
d- Thing that is, or is likely to be litigious; for who 
h ſees not, that, in ſuch a Cate, you are to expect no fair 
"a Quarter, but, inſtead thereof, ſhall meet with all the 
10 MW Upbraidings, Revilings, harſh, Cenſures, and ſevere 
d. Ulage, that Wit or Malice can deviſe-? But, if Ne- 
s, ceſſity ſhould run you · into ſuch a Premunire, if poſſible 
e- make a tolerable and ſpeedy End of it, accounting the 
ſo leaſt Loſs the greateſt Gain; and I durſt almoſt avouch. 
ne that you will here find the. Lawyers Proverb verified, 
f- WM That a lean Agreement is better than a: fut Verdict: 
de And if you ſit down with ſome Loſs, you wilkget rid 
ir Ml ofa great deal of Trouble, and perhaps Charge; and 
ly God, who loves the Peaceable. and Peace-Makers, will 
requite you; and others will not be ſo foreward to mo- 
to leſt thoſe who they ſee are ſo far from giving Diſtur- 
in bance to others, that they are willing with their De- 
we I triment to purchaſe their Quiet; but if any ſhould be 
ſs ſo ill-minded,. all others will generally cry Shame for 
elf them, and force them to deſiſt. 
 4thly.. Prepare for, and arm yourſelves againſt all 
ill Language, untoward Cenſures, outrageous Affronts, 
falſe Slanders, frequent Injuries, and even Sufferin 
both in Body and Eſtate. This is a hard Chapter, 


but it is a Chriſtian. Leſſon: As the World hated; 
es, and even perſecuted to Death, him who died for the 
da- World, fo he hath taught us, that it will hate hia 
t ollowers, and that in this. World they, muſt, have 


'ribulation. I. could wiſh that no ſuch ill Things 


in: were done, but the Cauſe of: Chriſt requires it, that in 
18 ime of Trial we da not ſhrink, but manfully.abide it:: 
an Nor is there ſo much IIl. in it. as we weakly. ſurmiſe; 
ite or in the End it turus to the. Confuſion of the Perſecu- 


tor 3s ; 


ers, ant the Advantage ef ka perſecuted; for Cod 
in his own good. Time, will judge their Cauſe againſt 
evil Men; and tho' no Afffictions for the preſent are 
joy ous, but grievous, yet they work ont for us a fur more 
exceeling and eternal Weight of Glory. Beſides, all are 
not ſo fit for Sutferings ; and therefore it may be look- 
ed upon as an Argument of God's Love, Eſteem and 
Value for ſuehPerſons, whom he picks out to-ſuffer for 
his Sake. Hence we read that the Apoſtles: went: away 


A rej cing that they were-counted worthy to ſuffer Sbame = 
* Hr the Nane of Chriſt. Acts v. 41. Nor perhaps, 
8 doth any Thing in the Iſſue bring more Advantage to | 


the Cauſe of Chriſt, than the courageous Suffering of 
his Servants: ; nor is it without a:preſent Advantage to 
themſelves, for, like the Refiner's Fire, it purifies and 
cleanſes them from what is amiſs, and gives the Soul x 
ſtrong Satisfaction in that they have given the utmoſt] 
_ Teſtimony of their Sincerity towards God; and there- 
fore; in c righteous Cauſe, not to bear them with a 
Chriſtian Spirit, were to betray ourſelves. | 
 5thly. Amidſt all the Evils whieh-others offer you, 
watch all. Opportunities to do them Good. | Herein-you 
will manifeſt your Hearts to be free from Ranoour and 
Malice, and you may comfort: yourſeJves, that ' arg 
pleaſing: in God's Sight, beoauſe you obey his Voice, 
who hath commanded you-not to be overcome of Evil, bu 
to overcome Evil with Good. Beſides, the heaping up ſac 
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| Goals on the Heads of your Enemies, will: be a Means t t 
melt them into a better Temper; but if not, theſ © 
Fruit of your Doings ſhall retũrn into your own By: 4 
.. d 8 Py ped? OF) d 
thy. Th ſuch diffeult Times it is convenient: to be b 
mther reſerved} than free and open, in Diſcourſe, eſpe- f 
aially as to Matters of Religion or publick Affairs; and © 


yet; as Oocaſion: requires, it is but juſt and neceſſary tha 
« 84 : | | yo 


. 


1 C, 39 'Þ | 1 
you declare yourſelves, and modeſtly gibe your Rea- 
ſons of your abſenting ſrom the preſent patochial Con- 
gregations ; for, not to own your Way of Religion, 
where there is juſt Cauſe for it, is in Effect to deny it: 
and in ſich a Caſe dreadful is the Threatning of our 
Saviour, He that denieth me before Men, him will I de- 
ny before my Father which is in Heaven. And indeed, 
Religion being the main Concern of a Man's Life, and 
that whereon his Hope of Eternity depends, it argues, 
that he is but ill grounded in it, or not thoroughly af- 
feed with it, who is afraid or aſhamed to own it 
where it is requiſite ſo to do: Beſides, it will clear you, 
that yon do not abſtain out of any Contempt or Neg- 
lect of the publick Worſhip, but that ye are diſſatiſ- 


fed with what at preſent is offered, and that other- 


ways you as much value and deſire publick Communi- 
on as any whatever, where it may be had with tlie 
Satisfaction of a good Conſcience: But yet, in ſuch 
Caſes, it may be prudent not to engage in any hot or 
long Diſputes, eſpecially with fuch who are more like- 
Iy to ſeek Advantage againſt ae, and enſnare you 

in your Diſcourſe, than to be ſatisfied with your Rea- 
fons ; of which Sort are too great a Number of Men: 
1 am not willing to clog Men with a Multitude of 
Preſcriptions, where poſſibly a few, well practiſed by 
their general Influence on Men's Actions, may ſerve 
the Turn: I ſhall therefore now leave their Behaviour 
towards others, and come to that which moſt nearly 
concerns them, how they may ſo diſcharge their Duty 


and Conſcience toward God, as to find Comfort when 


they are deprived of thoſe Ordinances which are moſt 
beneficial to the Soul, and when they cannot per- 
form thoſe Duties which are at other Times ne- 
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1. Then, keep a ſtrict 


the Soul; we too often want a Spur to ſpiritual Duties, 
and are tao prone to give ourſelves over to Idleneſs, 
and Satan is very buſy with his Temptations, and rea- 
dy to find: us any Divertiſements from our Chriſtian 
Buſineſs. The Want of publick Ordinances is too 
often followed with a Neglect of private Duties, and, by 
Occaſion of an Inconvenience, we are apt to run into a 
Fault, Look well therefore to it, that a Coldneſs or 
Careleſſneſs do not creep upon you, as to your private 
Duties, through the Want of the Advantage of publick 
Ordinances ;- but remember, that, being © deprived of 
the one, you ought to be more zealous of, and conſtant 
in the other; and that all that lies in you, to make up 
the Deſect, is to do no leſs than all that you can, that 
fo, as to the reſt, there being a willing Mind, it may 
be accepted according to what a Man hath, and not accord. 
ing to what he hath not. „ manor if hf 

: 24, Frequently read and meditate on the holy Serip- 
tures, for tho', (even in Times when Fears of Popery 
are made the great Outcry and Pretence) by a ſtrange 
waheard of Metamorphoſis, we are accounted as Papiſts 
to all Intents of legal Penalties, whilſt real Papiſts are 
uled even with Tendernels ; yet (Thanks be to God) 
we have our Bibles in Poſſeſſion, and Freedom to uſe: 
them; and with that Sword of the Spirit, rightly uſed, 
we may both defend our own Souls, and beat off the» 


Adverſary. But, in reading the Scriptures, Care and 


Caution ought to be uſed : They have not amiſs been 
compared to a River of various Depths, wherein a 


Child may in ſome Places fafely wade, and in other an 


Elephant with Danger ſwim. If the Scriptures be; 
read With æ Spirit of Vanity or Curioſity to find out 


Quirks, 


| Watch over your-oWn Souls; | 
and often try and examine whether all. be right, ſound 
and fincere within. The Flefh hamgs as a Clog upon 
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Quirks, to hatch ſtrange Notions, to difcever unecuth 


and idle Myſteries, or any ſuch like End or Purpoſe, 


we ſhall turn that Sword of the Spirit againſt ourſelves, 


-and be in Danger to do what St. Peter faid; Home even 
in the Apoſtles Time had done, wreſt thoſe Words of 
Life to our own Deſtruction. The Scriptures'there- 
fore ought to be read ſobetly, modeſtly, with Prayer 
for God's Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing; with Attention and 
deep Regard to his wonderful Diſpenfation; in working 
and revealing the Way of Man's Salvation, and with 
Diligence to learn thence our Duty, and the Way and 


Means to attain ſuch unſpeakable Happineſs. To 


ſuch Ends thoſe ef Years-and- Underſtanding ought to 
read the Seriptures: But, becauſe to train up a Child in 


the Way be jhould go, is the Means that he may not depart 
From it when he is old, I thall adviſe Maſters of Famt̃- 
dies, at ſeafonable Times, to cauſe their Children and 
Servants to read them in their Hearing, and in Preſence 


of their Family; and perhaps it were not the worſe 
Courſe to take up the Bible before: them and orderly 


to read it through; for Lam apt: to think. that here 


that Rule may take Place, Lectio varia deletfat, conſtans 
Juvat; for hereby not only the plain Things of Scrip- 
ture, which are of general Uſe, will fix upon, and 
take an early Poſſeſſion of their Minds and Memories, 
ſcarce to be blotted out, but they will inſenſibly be 
come acquainted with the whole Hiſtory of the Bible, 
wherein they wilee God's wonderful Works, and how 
from Time to Time he hath puniſhed the Wicked, and 
protected his Church and People, and how they rarely 
fell into any Calamity, but by forſaking their God; and 
how often he reſtored them hen they returned to him; 
and how God, tho' he ſometimes tries his Servants; 
yet he always ſupported them, and in the End delivered 
them in ſuch a Way as made moſt for his Glory and 
N 7 their 


(- 29. 
| 4heir Good. Now theſe and ſuch like Things wil 
quicken them to the Performance of their Duty at the 
lame Time that they learn it, and ever aſter.  — 
34. Our own Wants and Neceſſities proclaim, Pray-. 
er a Duty at all Times incumbent upon all ; but, in. 
this Caſe, it ſeems to be more than ordinarily neceſſary, 
and ought to be more than commonly uſed ; and it. 
may here be conſidered either as more or leſs private; 
either as perſonal and ſolitary, or in Conjunction 
with otbers. As to Prayer private or, perſonal, whe- 
ther continued, as in his Cloſet, or raptim, by ſudden 
Emotions, whether fitting or walking, at home. or as. 
broad, herein his private Meditations, his preſent Di- 
ſtreſſes, Variety of Objects, and the freſh daily Oc- 
currences and different Face of Affairs in the World, 
will furniſh him with Matter, as his ſerious and deep- 
ly ſenſible Mind will with Devotion, if he. duly attend 
to this one Thing, that he do nt neglect it, but fre- 
quently exerciſe himſelf therein. As to Prayer leſs 
private, or in Conjunction with others, till farther 
Care is to be had; for in this Caſe, every Head of a 
Family is to conſider, that his Duty being abridged. 
in ſome other Matters, it is upon that very Account 
enlarged in this; and he ought to look upon his Fa- 
mily as his Pariſh, and he to be as their Prieſt in all 
Things: within his Sphere. And, in this Caſe, as I 
cannot much approve of Men's ſudden Conceptions. 
wherein, beſides that the Minds of others cannot fol- 
low him with ſuch full and ready Conſent, as ought. 
to be in Prayer, ſo many Times ſuch Indecencies 
(to ſay no worſe) flip from Men in thoſe. extempo- 
rary Effuſions, as rather ſet on, Work. the petulant 
Spleen, than kindly move the Devotion of thoſe 
who ſhould join with them: But where Perſons are not 
ſo well able to farm their own Prayers fit to be uſed 
| | in 
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in Conjunction with others, they want not Helps 
from Books of Devotion, where they may find divers 


and ſuch, at leaſt once or twice every Day, ſhauld 
not be neglected; and this will keep up a Reverence 
of the moſt high God, and a religious Temper of 
Mind in all. their Actions: But there is one Thing 
that I would particularly recommend in this Cale, 
and that is, that the entire publick Prayers or Ser- 


vice of the Church be uſed in the. Family, at leaſt e · 


very Lord's Day; I mean, that of the daily Sacrifice, 
and not ſuch Parts which are peculiar to the Oſſioe 
of the Miniſter. I do not at preſent call to Mind u- 
ny Thing in them which! may not-. be eaſily altered 
and fitted to a Family - Service, if they need any Alte- 
ration at all; and there are ſcarce any Wants of 2 
Chriſtian, which are not particularly. ſpecified there - 
in, eſpecially in the Litany: But the great Reaſons 
which move me to this Advice at this Time, and in 
this Caſe, are, ff, That hereby a Repreſentation of 
the publick Worſhip will be kept up, and conſe- 
quently both the Honour of it, and Deſires after it, 
in our Minds. Secondly, L. think I may ſay, that in 


ſo doing there will be a lower Degree of publick Wor- 


ſhip, for then they ſpeak: the Mind and Language of 
the Church; and as herein, to their Power; they de- 


clare their Concurrence with the Church of God, ſo 


in Mind and Conſent they have all the Faithful, 
and all Congregations of them every where, joining 


with them, which is both a ſtrengthening of Prayer by : 


a joint Conſent, and upholding a Communion what in 


us lies. Thirdly, It will prevent, the Strangeneſs of, 
or Prejudice againſt the publick Worſhip, Which may 
be apt to ariſe, eſpecially among the younger Sort, 
when it {hall pleaſe God to reſtore the untainted. Uſe 


of. 


"IN | 1 
of it, and they are brought to that, which they (with« 
out this Courſe) would have underſtood little or no- 
thing of before. Fourthly, It will prepare them, that, 
when God ſhall in Mercy reſtore the right Uſe of it, 
they will know both how more decently to behave 
themſelves at it, and to do their Parts in it, being 
ready in their Reſponſes and: dutiful Geſtures, and 
skilful to follow it in all' its Parts; and, inſtead of 
looking on it as. a ſtrange Thing, they will receive it 
with Joy and Gladnefs, and, with hearty and chearful 
Thankfulneſs, + praiſe God for reftoring that which 
they have ſo much longed and prayed for. But there 
are two Things in the ordinary or daily Service, which 
it is not for every Man to meddle with; and one of 
them ſeems to be altogether forbidden to private Per- 
ſons. The firſt is the Abſolution, which Chriſt by 
_ Favour,” for their greater Authority, and other 
ſpiritual Confert and Good, hath committed to his 
Miniſters, as his proper Delegates, and therefore not 
to be pronaunecd y leſs than a Prieſt, Whether the 
Act be authoritative, or only declarative, L will not dif- 
pute; yet to declare, with Application to particular 
-Perſons, ſo as it may be relied on, not only as his Opi- 
nion, but as a Thing done, (the Party putting no Bar) 
requires certainly more than common Authority: But, 
for my own Part, Trather incline to think it authorita- 
tive, but miniſterially; and that he who hath ſaid, 
Whoſe Sins ye remit, they are remitted, and whoſe Sins yr 


retain, they are retained, hath obliged himſelf to con- 


-cur here with their Act, as he hath promiſed to ratify 
it in Heaven, ſa that.a truly penitent Soul may. fafely 
take Comfort therein: But tho' you may not pro- 
nounce the Abſolution, yet I think you may ſafely, in 
this, or ſome ſuch like Sort, turn it into a Chriſtian 
Prayer... z | 


Almighty 


( 


* gſniehy Cod, the F u of our Lord Jeſus arif. 
who deſireſt not the Death of s Sinner, bit rather 
that he would turn from his Wickedneſs and live, be gra- 
ciouſly merciful unto us, who are deſtitute of thy Miniſters, 
to whom thou haſt given Power to pronounce Abſolution and 
BW Renifin of Sins in thy Name, and, what we want in them, 
of ſupply more powerfully by thyſelf, ſending thy Grace" and 
Xt BE Gomparts into our Souls, and pardoning our Sins, who 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe thy holy Goſpel ; and 
grant-us, we beſeech thee, true Repentance, and thy holy 
Spirit, that thoſe Things may pleaſe thee which we do at 
this preſent, and that the reſt of our Life hereafter may be 
pure and holy, ſs that at the laſt we may come to thy eternal 
T9, through Feſus Cori our Lord. Amen. 


The ſecond Thing which I here except from the 
Laity, is the Benediction in the Concluſion, for it is 
the Prieſt's Part to bleſs the People; and yet a good 
and pious Maſter of a Houſe is not without ſome Share 
and Intereſt in bleſſing his Family, eſpecially his 
Children; but I think not in this Manner, and as of 
Authority, in the daily Service; for here we keep up 
a Reſemblance of the publick Worſhip in private 
Duty, and muſt not go beyond our Line ; and Perſons 
are very apt to encroach, and take upon them what 
belongs not to them, and, having once broken the Ice, 
to proceed from one Thing to another, which, inſtead 
of a Benefit, turns to their Deſtruction; and therefore 
the fafeſt Way here, is to turn it into a concluſive 
Tam in this, or ſome ſuch Form. 


Ear, O moſt merciful F. b her. theſ the Pipes of 
thy affli ted Servants, who are deprived of thy Mi- 


mfters who may bleſs us in thy Name 5 3s relieve us in this 
. 


2 N { . - : ; 22 J | ; | o % yy 
comfortleſs Condition, and bleſs us immediately by thyſelf, 
cauſing the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and the Love 
of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, to be with as 
all evermore. Amen. ; & | : 4 


If this Courſe I have ſet down were well purſued, 
and conſtantly obſerved in ſuch Families, I am apt to 
think that it would be a great Means to keep Reli- 
gion and Devotion warm, to procure a Bleſſing from 
Heaven, and prevent Temptations to go aſtray, and 
thereby more fix them in the right Way | 

- 4th. Be diligent in catechiſing, eſpecially thoſe of 

the younger Sort, and let them give Account in 
Preſence of the whole Family, that all others may 
hear and give Glory to God; and that they them- 
ſelves may not do it meerly as a Task, but be made 
ſerifible that it is a pteparatory Inſtruction to enable 
them to perform the Part of Chriſtians, and that they 
may learn not to be aſhamed. And herein IJ ſhould 
recommend the Church Catechiſm before others ; 
and that not only for the Authority that enjoins it, 
to whom we ſhew Obedience in the Ufe of it, but al- 
ſo for its Perſpicuity, Brevity and Fulneſs, ſuch as 
deſcends to the Capacity of the meaneſt, and may 
ſerve for the Uſe of the wiſeſt. 
5th. Think it not ſufficient that you live orderly 
and Chriſtianly yourſelf, unleſs you take Care of all 
that are under your Power, that they do nothing un- 
becoming Chriſtians; if any Thing be amiſs, be not || 
like old Eli. in giving your Admonitions too late, or 
to no Purpoſe, but put an effectual Stop to the Be- 
ginnings of any Miſchief, and kill Vice, if poſſib le, 
in the Secd ; teach them to do their Duty to Man in a 

Obedience to God, to whom they muſt give an Ac- © 

count; and warn them, both by your Precepts and y 
: Example, 
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Example, to be not only ul. but civil, obliging and 
Eind to others; and this will be a Means not only to 
make them truly good. but to cauſe you to live be- 
loved, reſpected, and honoured amongſt your Neigh- 


bours. 


F. Conſider that this Calamity befallen the Church 
is for our Sins; and tho”, in ſuch a general Heat and 


Defection, poſſibly your Words, Rea ſonings, or Ad- 


monitions may ha ve ſo little Influence upon others, 
that they may rather endanger yourſelves. yet you 
may and ougbt to pray for them, that God would open 
their Eyes, and bring them again to the Way of Truth 
| e But, however, it concerns you - 
chiefly, to examine your own Souls, and ſee whether 
your own Sins have not had: a Share in pulling down 
this Judgment upon us, and to repent and amend. - 
And if each one would ſeriouſly fet himſelf ſo to 
do, this diſmal Deſolation would: yet. ſoon find a Re- 
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and Righteouſneſs : 
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ih. Conſider well, and often, how grent Comforts”: 

and Benefits you are deprived of thro' Want of public 
Ordinances, and how great Dangers and Temptations 
you are hereby ſubjected to. Man is a Creature natu- 
rally inclined to a Senſe of Religion, and, when he 
has not what he ſhould have, he is very apt, to his own 
Hurt, to take up what he ſees others do, and is ready at 
Hand; and therefore David plainly tells Saul. That the 
baniſhing him from the. Inheritance af the Lord, was in ef- 
ect to bid him go and ſerve other Gods, 1 Sams xxvi, 19. 
In this Caſe therefore you ought more than ordinarily 
to beware of ſinful Compliances, becaule the Temp- 
tations are now more frequent, inſulting and ſtrong; 
and as upon this, as: well as other Accounts, you 
ought to bewail the Want of publick Worſhip. fo - 
your Deſires and Breathings after it ought to be more 
| | frequent. 
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frequent. . Daniel, being e in Babylon,, fot. big 'F 


Windows open Wixi of Jeruſalem when he prayed, Cha 
vi. 10. And indeed fo the Fews were directed to in 
under ſuch Diſtreſs, 1 Kings viii, 48. that their exprel 
ſing their cager Deſires after God's publick Worſhh 
might, be a Means to procure the Reſtoration of. i ie 
And of all the Complaints that David made under Sau/'s 
Perſecution, none are ſo pathetical, heavy and frequent, 
as that he was driven from the Sanctuary and publick 
Worſhip of God. Your Harps now muſt be hung up- 
on the Willows, and you ought daily and * o 
bemoan yourſelyes and God's Church, . under ſuch 
afflicting comfortleſs Circumſtances . and therefore 
let not any Prayer be made unto God, but let one 
Peri ition of it conſtantly be, That he would take Pity up- 
on his Church and People, heal our Breaches, ſend Peace 
hn Iſrael, give you again your Teachers now driven 
into Corners, bring others to Repentance, and reſtore his 
publick 21 in the Way acceptable to him. And now, 
having made, mentiop of Prayer, I think jt, may not. be 
improper to add a Prayer or two, which, as you {eq 

Cauſe, you may uſe upon this ſad rope, 48 


A Prayer to be uſed by ſuch as are tint 
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Father of Mercies, and God of 11. 8 oun th 
. only Help in Time of Need When? Oh! ba 
when mall we feed at thy. Table, and ſerve thee again O, 
in the Beguty of Helineſs ? They have defiled thy Sanctus Has. 
ary and offered ſtrauge Fire upon thine Altar! The. Wics, T. 
ted poſſeſs the Gatet of 1 the Righteous, and we are ſput out ¶ cq, 


from 105 Tabernacle ! 4 W. e conſe, O Lord, t that We, the 
are”, 


© 35: 5 

are. jallly * of thole Bleſſings and Beneßte, 
which we heretofore either too lightly eſteemed, or 
too groſly abuſed : But ſuffer not, we beſeech thee, 
thy Zruth to fail, nor the Enemies f it finally to prevail 
amongſt us ; comfort us, again for the Time wherein thou haſt 
plagued us, and the, Tears. wherein we have. ſuffered Adver- 
fity ; and, whilſt we labour and mourn under the Want 
of thy publick Worſhip, be thou unto us the. Supply of 
all our Neceſſities; keep us, that we neither do, nog 
communicate in any evil Thing; ſhed abroad thy 
Grace, more plentifully i in. our Hearts; comfort. and 
ſtrengthen us with thy holy Spirit, and ſupport us 
with thy Right-Hand, till thou in Mercy again reſtore - 
to us the Deſire, of. our ant. for — Chriſt A 
Sake, Amen. 2 EN 
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0 God who has told us, That the Prieſt's Lips ſhall 
preſerve Knowledge, and the People [hall ſeek the, - 
Law at bis. Mouth, How. helpleſs and hopeleſs i is their 
Condition, whoſe Teachers turn Seducers, and. Lea- 
ders miſguide them ? How ſbeuld we prepare for theBattle, 
when the Trumpet gives,an uncertain Sound? Whither will 
not the Sheep wander, when. the. Shepherd. goes aſtray ? 
How deſperate is the Cafe, when the Prophets propheſy | 
folly, and the, Prieſts bear Rule by their. Means, and thy 
People love to have it ſo?. Vet it is ſome Comfort, when 
the Inundation of Iniquity bath. not. ſwept away all, 
but thou haſt.a few Names. left,. and. ſome, of. every. 
Order of thoſe who. ſerye at, thine Altar, tho? hunted. - 
as. Partridges in the Mountains, bave not. forſaken. thy, 
Truth, Strengthen thon, O Lord, their Hands, 
comfort. their Hearts, relieve their Neceſſities, hear: 


Mer Prayers, . pro] Per their Egdeayours, and hide them, . 
under. 17 
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ouerpaſt : and, when by theſe Trials thou haf? purified 
them as Gold in the Fire, put an End to theſe, Calami- 
ties, and reſtore them to the free Diſcharge of theif 
Functions, that they may build up thy Church, and 
others may fee” and fear, and return from when ce 
they are fallen, and all with one Conſent. may glori- 
fy thy Name, thro' Jeſus DR: our Lord and N 
Saviour. Amen, | 
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() God, to . 1 belongech; How ters 

rible are thy Doings, when Judgment begin- 
neth at the Houſe of God! There Was a Time when 
the Lamp of the Lord ſhined bright in his T emple, | 
and we were richly ſtored with Aiviiic Bleſſings above 
all other Nations: But thoſe Things which ought to 
have endeared us unto thee, and made us to love and 
honour thee more than others, we have abuſed to Eaſe 
and Wantonneſs; ſo that thy Croſs is become a Bur- 
den, and thy Yoke. -unealy.. Thy Vineyard is laid 
waſte ; Schiſm and Hypocriſy, Irreligion and Profane- 


neſs, are flowed in upon us. as a Deluge; he. that de- 


parteth from * ty maketh himſelf a Prey ; thoſe 
few who love and honour thy: Name. and Truth, are 
counted as an Off- ſcouring amongſt Men; thy Church 


is driven into the Wilderneſs, and the Dragon follow- 


eth after her with Rage and Malice to devour her: 
But ariſe, O Lord, and ſhew thyſelf; hear. thy Peo- 
ple that--prayeth.*. Let not . Betrayers of thy 
Truth prevail. who love Unrighteouſpeſs more than 
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neſs, who let their Mouths ſpeak 'Wickedneſs, and 
with their Tongues ſet forth Deceit, who love to ſpeak 
all Words that may 'do Hurt; prevent the Deſigns of 
ungodly and wicked Men; appear out of Zion in per- 
fe&t Beauty, and ſhew us thy Salvation; reſtore and 
ſettle thy Church, and all Things amongſt us, upon the 
Foundations of Truth and Rightcouſnel: give us our 
Judges as at the firſt, and our Counſelors as in the 
Beginning; grant us a free Acceſs unto thy Holy Pla- 
| ces, and let thy faithful Prieſts declare thy Will; fo 
we that are thy People, and chin, of thy Paſture, ſhall 
ever give thee Thanks, and praiſe thy Name from Ge- 
neration to Generation, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 5 | 


A Prayer for C onſtancy and Truſt in God, 
in Times of Temptation and Danger. 


O Almighty Lord, who never faileſt to help them 
that truſt in thee, give me thy Grace, (I be- 
ſeech thee) that, in all my Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, 
my Trials and Dangers, I may fly unto thee for Re- 
fuge and Help, and conſtantly depend on thee for Pro- 
tection and Succour. Thou, Lord, haſt promiſed to 
keep him in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtayed on 
thee. O let me always reſt on this firm Pillar, and ne- 
ver exchange it for the feeble Props, the broken Reeds 
of worldly Succours. Let not my Heart be overchar- 
ged with the Cares of this Life, What I ſhall eat or 
drink, or wherewith I ſhall be clothed : But, having 
ſought thy Kingdom, and its Righteouſneſs, above all 
Things, and done my own Duty with the ſtricteſt 
Care, may I cheerfully commit myſelf, and all that is 
mine, to thy holy Providence, caſting all my Anxie- 

G ties 
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ties upon thee, and being careful for nothing but to be 


of the happy Number of thoſe whom thou careſt for, 
even ſuch as keep thy Teſtimonies, and think upon thy 
Commandments to do them. Thou, Lord, ſeeſt thy 
poor Creature Jet in the Midſt of fo many and great 


Dangers, that, by reaſon of the Frailty of my Na- 


ture, I cannot always ſtand upright. O grant me ſuch 
Strength and Protection from thy holy Heaven, as 
may ſupport me in all Dangers, and carry me ſafe 
through all Temptations, that I may never Forſake the 
direct Paths of Truth and Virtue, of Conſcience and 


Duty, either for the Hope of Pleaſure or the Fear of 
Danger; but may always maintain a ſtreight, ſteddy 


Courſe of Holineſs and Integrity, and keep a Con- 
ſeience void of Offence towards thee and towards all 
Men. O bleſſed Saviour, who haſt made the Croſs 
the Badge of thy Diſciples, -enable me cheerfully te 
embrace it, when thy wiſe and righteous Providence 
puts it in my Way. I am fallen into Days wherein 
Truth feileth ; and he that departeth from Evil maketh 
Fimfelf a Prey. O make me ſo readily to expoſe all 
my outward Comforts and Concernments, when my 
Obedience to thee reguireth it, that I may never for- 
Feit the Peace of my own Mind ; and that what falls 
as a Prey to Men, may be accepted as a Sacrifice to 
thee, my God. Let me not ſuffer as an evil Doer; 
but, when it is my Lot to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let me 


not be aſhamed, but rather rejoice that I am counted 


worthy to ſuffer for thy Name. Thou, Lord, who for 
my Sake didſt endure the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, 
jet the Example of chat Love and Patience prevail a- 
gainſt all the Tremblings of my corrupt Heart, ſo as 
no Terrors may be able to ſhake my Conſtancy; but 
that, how long ſoever thou art pleaſed to ſuffer the 
Roa of the Ungodly to ly upon me, I may never put 

| | my 
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my Hand unto Wickedneſs. Thou, Lord, know eſt 
whereof I am made: Remember that I am but Fleth, 
and that Fleth is apt to ſhrink at the Approach of a- 
ny Thing grievous. Proportion therefore thy Strength 
to my Weaknefs; Save me; Lord, or J periſh. It is 
thy Spirit, thy Spirit alone, can uphold me © «- 
flavliſh me with thy free Spirit, that I be not weary nor 
faint in my Mind, And by how much the greater thou 
ſceſt my Weakneſs, ſo much the more do thou ſhew 
forth the Power of thy Grace in me, and in all Tem- 
ptations make me ſtedfaſtly look t9 Jeſus the Author 
and Finiſher of my Faith; that I may run the Race /et 
before me with Patience, and (if that be thy bleſſed 
Will) refit even unto Blood, ſtriving againſt Sin. Dear 
Jeſu hear me: And though Satan deſire to ſiſt me as 
Wheat, yet do thou (my bleſſed Mediator) pray for 
me that my Faith fail not ; but that, though it be tried 
with Fire, it may found to thy Praiſe, and Glory, 
and Honour, at thy Appearing.” , And grant, I be- 
ſeech theo, gracious Lord, that may not only pre- 
ſerve Conſtancy towards thee; but. likeways. Meekneſs 
and Charity towards Men, even them whom thou per- 
mitteſt to be the Inſtruments of my Sufferings. Let 
me not fail to imitate that admirable Temper of thine, 
ih. loving and praying. for: my. greateſt Perſecutors. 
And do thou, O merciful Lord, overcome all their 
Evil with thy infinite Goodneſs. Turn their Hearts, 
draw them powerfully to thee, and at laſt receive 
both me and my Enemies into thoſe bleſsſul Manſions 
of. Peace, Reſt and Love, where thou. reigneſt with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, bleſſed for 
evermores Amen. | | | 
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Theſe now have I 5 as a Specimen which any 


may uſe as they ſee Oecaſion; and if any deſire more 


or larger, they may be fitted out of Books of Devotion 
written in the former Troubles as well as theſe ; pars 
ticularly I remember there are two or three among the 
Devotions at the latter End of the whole Duty of Man, 


which, it: compared with theſe Times, look as like 


Prophecies as Prayers, they ſo well ſuit the Occaſion, 
I have now caſt in my Mite, from which, if any reap. 


2 Benefit or Comfort, I, have my End.: But if it be 


found leſs uſeful or profitable, I hepe my Good- Will. 


may procure my Pardon. So, with my hearty and. 


daily Prayers for all afflied:; Souls, begging like- 


ways theirs for me, who am one of the meaneſt of 
God's Miniſters, I take my Leave, recommending. 
them to God, and:the Help of his Grace, to whom be 
all Glory, Praiſe, Power and Dominion, now and ſor. 


ever. Aen. 


Biſto Taylor 1. Advice fo thoſe who have: 
only an Opportunity of- ora [pr 


ritually, 


DO. a Perſons as theſe, /ays he, if they prepare las.” 
ſelves with all the eſſential and ornamental Mea- 
ſures of Addreſs, and actually deſire that. they could 
actually communicate, they may place themſelves. 
on their Knees, and, building an Altar in their Heart, 
may celebrate the Death of Chriſt, and in holy De- 
fires join with all Congations in the Chriſtian 
World, who at that Day celebrate the Holy Commu- 
nion, and may ſerve their Devotion by Prayers and | 


Actions Euchariſtical, changing only ſuch circumſtan- 


tial Words as relate to actual Participation: And 
| | then, 


Re 
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then they may remember, and make Uſe of the com- 


fortable Doctrine of St. Auſtin: It is one Thing, ſaith: 
that learned Saint, to be born. of the Spirit, and another 
Thing to be fed of the Spirit; as it is one Thing te be 
born of the Fleſh, which is when we are born of our Mo- 
ther; and another Thing to be fed of the Fleſh, which is. 
fone when ſhe ſuchles her Infant, by that Nouriſhment 
which is changed into Food, that he might eat and drink 
with Pleaſure, by which he ua, born to Life ; when this 
is done without the actual and ſacramental Participation, 
it i called, Spiritual Manducation : Concerning 
which I only add the pious Advice of a religious 

Perſon, Let every faithful. Soul be ready and deſirous 

often to receive the Holy Euchariſt to the Glory of. 
God-; but; if he cannot ſo often communicate ſaera- 
mentally. as he deſires, let him not be afflifted, but 


remain in perfect Reſignation to the Will of God, 


and diſpoſe himſelf. to. a ſpiritual Communion ; for. 
no Man, and no. Fhing, can hinder a; welt:diſpoſet: - 
Soul, but.that; by holy Defires, ſhe. may, if ſhe pleaſe, _ 
communicate every Day. ET OL 

To this nothing is neceſſary to be: added, but that. 
this. Way is never to be uſed, but upon juſt Neceſlity, 
and when it cannot be actual; not upon Peeviſhneſe 
and ſpiritual Pride; not in the Spirit of Schiſm and 
fond Opinions; not in Deſpite al our Brethren, and 
Contempt or Condemnation of the holy Congregati- 
ons of the Lord, but with a living Faith, and an actual 
Charity, and great Humility, and with the Spirit of 
Devotion; and that ſo mch the more intenſely and 
fervently, by how 3 is really troubled for the 
Want of, actual Participation in the Communion of 
Saints; and then that is true which St. Auſtin ſaid, 
Grede, & manducaſti; Believe, ad thou haſt eaten. 
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An AF of ſpiritual Communion to be uſed 


when a Perſon ts deſtitute of external 
Communion. By Mr. Johnſon. 


Y Soul hath a Defire and Longing to enter into 

the Courts of the Lord: When ſhall I come t 
appear before the Preſence of God, in the Aſſembly of 
his People? In the mean Time, I know full well, O 


Heavenly Father, that thy Eyes are in every Place, 
in all the dark Corners of the Earth, and that thou 


art every where near to alt that call upon thee faittt- 


fully. 


I rely upon the-Sacrifice offered by Chriſt Jeſus for 
the Pardon of my Sins, for the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace 


in doing of my Duty for the future, and for the Af. 


ſurarice of a happy Reſurrection to eternal Liſe. I ac- 
knowledge it to be the bounden Duty of all Chriſtians 
to communicate with- Chriſt, and with each other, in 


the holy Ordinance, where he has.declared his Body 


to be given to God for us, and his Blood to be ſhed 


for the Remiſſion of our Sins; and haſt commanded 
us to eat the one; and drink the other. Lord, 
thou knoweft the Deſire of my Heart to be to 
this Bread and-Cup; and that when ever thou, in 
thy good Providence, ſhalt remove the Obftacle, un- 


der which I-at preſent ly. my Heart is ready to join 


with any true Chriſtian Prieſt and People, in offering 


this Sacrifice, and partaking of this ſpiritual Feaſt. 


In the mean Time, I lament the Want of Opportuni- 


ty, and promiſe, that, if thou wilt deliver me from 
my- preſent Deſtitution, I will give Thanks unto th. 
Name, will pay my Vow: in the Midſi of thy People, an 
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| the ſame Mannner that I love myſelf : 


will with them celebrate the Communion of the Body 
and Blood of my Redeemer. _- | \ 4 Aa 
Accept, O Lord, of my Will and Deſire, while 1 
cannot actually communicate; let thy gracious Pre- 
ſence be with me, while I do now'in Mind and Spirit 
approach thine Altar, and offer my Mite, and join in 
the Devotions of thy Church, and magnify thy Love 
and Mercy in all thy Works, and eſpecially in the 
Redemption of the World thro” Jeſvs Chriſt ; and con- 
feſs my Unworthineſs of the leaſt of thy Mercies, and 
eſpecially of that which is the greateſt. T lament and 
abhor my Sins, and renounce them for the Time to 
come. I ſincerely love thee, and thy Son, knd his 
Gof; pet, above all Things: Tlove my Neighbours after 
| I defire their 

preſent Welfare, and their eternal Happineſs. I fin- 


| cerely forgive mine Enemies; and defire and purpoſe 


in all Things to fulfil thy Will. O Lord, reje& not 
my Prayer, nor turn thy Mercy from ne; while, tho” 
abſent from all true Chriſtian Congregations in Bo- 
dy, but preſent with them all in Spirit and Deſire, 
I join with them in pleading the Merits of the all- 
ſufficient Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of thy Son, 
for the Pardon of my own Sins, and of all ſincere Pe- 
nitents, for the obtaining of all neceſſary Graces, and 
of an happy Reſurrection to eternal Life. I ſincerely 
labour for, and have a true Hunger and Thirſt after 
the Bread and Cup that endureth to everlaſting Life. 
Oh ! whilft I am denied the Sacrament itſelf, be thou 
pleaſed to grant me the Power and Effect of it by the 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and diſmiſs me not 
without a Bleſſing, thro” the High Prieſt of our Oblati- 
on Jeſus Chriſt, thine only Son, my Lord and Savi- 


our. Amen. = 
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A LETTER to a Friend upon the fore- 


going Subject, 


S IX, . | 15 

J Perſuade myſelf that you are not ignorant that 

there is an unhappy Schiſm made in our Church, 
by the Deprivation of the Metropolitan, and other 
Biſhops, with Multitudes of the Clergy, ſoon after the 
Revolution. Schifm (you know) is a Guilt of the moſt 
dangerous Nature, for it cuts us off from the Catholick 
Church, and bars us all the Rights and Privileges of 


Chriſtians. The Church has declared, that Schiſma- 


ticks can make no regular Claim to the Benefits of the 
New Covenant, that they are in no better State than 
Heathens, and juſtly Grfeit the Protection of the 
good Angels, who miniſter only to the Heirs of Salva- 
tion. 3 | 

Schiſm, then, being a Sin ſo dangerous in its Conſe- 
ſequences, it behoves every ſerious Chriſtian, who has 
any Regard to his ſpiritual Welfare here, and his Sal- 
vation hereafter, to inquire whether he is not involved 
in this Guilt; and eſpecially it highly concerns every 


 Clergyman to inquire into the — Occaſion of it, 
r 


and then to defend his Communion 
on of it. 

The non-complying Clergy lay the Charge very home 
upon thoſe of your Communion, and I believe may 
defend their own Practice, not only with plauſible, 
but invincible Arguments, the Word of God : The 
Principles and Practices of the primitive and pureſt 
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Apes of Chriſtianity, Wo the Reaſon: of the: "Thing: 
itſelf, declare. on their Side. 

I preſume you Will readily: grant; that the extruded 
Biſhops and-Clergy in England, and the whole College 
of Biſhops; with their Clergy, in Scotland, were; at the 
Revolution, ſufficiently empowered to exerciſe.their re- 
ſpective Functions. It is evident that they never had 
any canonical and eccleſtaſticalCenſure:paſt upon them, - 
and that they were not depoſed by any regular Synod- 
of Biſhops; but their Deprivation was made by a 
State Act, and meer /ecalar Authority: For tho? there 
were ſome Biſhops in the: Houſe of Lords when tlie 
Act paſt, yet we muſt confider that they voted there, - 


not as Biſhops, but Lords of Parliament; and that 


their Votes ſuppoſing them lawful) were: foreign to 


| their Character of Billops : ; and, ſince they fit oniy- as 


Peers of the Realm, and not as Biſhops of the Catholick'- 
Church, conſequently all Acts they paſs there- are on- 
ly of a ſecular Nature. The Caſe therefore being 
thus, that the Biſhops- and Clergy aforeſaid were de- 
prived by a meer ſecular Authority, let us inquire- whe- 
ther ſuch a Deprivation is legal and regular” and? 

validly obliged them to deſiſt from their: Office; and + 
quit the Care of thoſe.- Souls (e) over which the Holy : 
Ghoſt had made: them Overſeers ? For if the Power that 
deprived-them- was incompetent; and had ne right- - 

ful Authority to do it; I cannot: ſee but the extruded 
Biſhops and Clergy were ſtillobliged to exerciſe their 
Functions, and the People were ſtill under an Obliga · 
tion to be ſubject to them: And, if ſo, then thoſe that 
intruded into their Sees were baſe Uſurpers of others 
1 they were but P/2uds- epiſcopi, © or- Anti- 2 | 
H and 
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and could make no regular Claim- and Title te our 


Obedience. 1 8 MW, 

I ſuppoſe yon will grant, that if Dr. Tillotſon had 
by Force poſſeſſed humſelf of the See of Canterbury, and 
turned out the Metropolitan, before tho Commencement 
of the depriving Act, that ſuch a Practice had been an 
unwarrantable Uſurpation, and neceſſarily involved 
him and his Adherents in the Guilt of a dangerous and 
damnable Schiſm. If therefore I can prove that the 
depriving Act was in its own Nature unjuſt, invalid, 


and noways obliging, then it appears that the Caſe is 
the ſame as if there had been no ſuch Act paſt; for an 
invalid Act leaves the Conſcience juſt as it found it, 


and lays no Manner of Obligation upon any Perſon. : 
I preſume you will not deny, that, if the Church 


can be proved to be a Society, or Corporation, diſtint᷑t 
and independent on the State, and that eccleſiaſtical 


Polity. belongs only to Eceleſiaſticks, that then. a State- 


Deprivation is in itſelf altogether null and invalid, 


and noways odliging on any Perſons. 


We will not diſpute now, whether the Parliament. 


which made this Act Was legally conſtituted, for you 


know it is not ſafe nor prudent to diſpute that Matter 


here; therefore we will talk /ecundum Act. Gulielmi, 
&c. and agree for the preſent to write in the fame 
Stile as my Lord of London's late Letter to his 
Clergy. | : | : 

We will grant, for Argument's Sake, (I. would not 
have you miſtake me) that K. V. of pious Memory, &e. 
was our rightful and lawful Sovereign according to the 


municipal Laws of the Land, and the Principles of the 
Church of England; and that the depriving Parliament, 


which he conveened, was a legal and fairly conſtituted 


Senate; for that it was a wiſe, honeſt, and religious One, 


who dares deny? But yet, humanum eft errare, . theſe 
good 


Heb. i 


"— 


Dos \” ww. 


| . 
good Men mi ght miſtake, and by Accident concern 
themſelves in Tuch Things as were wholly foreign to 
the Buſineſs of any Parliament; that they did ſo in 
ſome Caſes, and particularly i in this before us, I ſhall 
undertake to prove, 

Firſt,” From the Mature, Conſtitution and Polity of the 


Catholick Church. 5 


Secondly, From the Reaſon of the Thing. And, 
Thirdly, From the Pratticcef the Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Chriſtians. 
That the Parliament Cuppoling no Objeftion could : 
be brought againſt the Legality of its Conſtitution) - 
= no rightſuf Power or Authority to deprive the Bi- 
ſhops, Oc. I ſhall undertake to prove, from the Nature, 
Conſtitution and Polity of the Church. And that we 
may the more eaſily underſtand this, let us inquire | 
under what Names the Church is repreſented and de- 
ſcribed in the holy Writings; it is called the ( f)King- - 

dom of God, and (g) Dominion of Chriſt, () The City of 
God, (i) The Honſe and Honſhold of God, (() The Temple 
of God, (1) The: Commonwealth of Ifrdel, and the (n) Body 
of Chriſt, to ſignify that it is a ſpiritual Society or 
Corporation, of which Chriſt is the Head, and all 
particular Churches are Members. I know Mr. A. B. 
doth allow that the Government of this ſpiritual King- 
dom! is <ommitted to Biſhops, who are the. Vicars and - 
Vice- 


(/) Matth. iv. 23. *. 7. xvi. 28. xxi. 43. Mark i. 14. . 
Luke i. 32, 33. vii. * xxi. 31. Acts i. 3- viii. 12. XX. — 


xxvili. 3 1. e. i. . + (8) Da. i. 4. w. 14, 2 

Heb. i. 8. ii. 8. 1 N 5 Rev. xvii. 14. xix. 16. „ 
ü. 34, 36. Rom. xiv. 9. Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. ) Heb. xii. 
22. 1. 14. Gab Iv. 25, 26. (i Heb, iii. 1, 2, 3z 4, F. 6. 
Eph. it, 19. 1 Tim. iii. 15. 1 Per. ii. K. (k) 1 Cr. a lit. 16. M. 
tg. 2 Cr, vi. 16. Epb. ii. 21, 22. Y Eph. ii. 12. 


(m) Eph. i. 22, 23. iv. 4, 12, 15. Rom. Xii. 5. 1 Gr. Xi. 2 
C. i. 18, 24 * | 7 
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Vicegerents of their 5 in his Rega 
327 fo} Office. 
my to the Conſtitution of the Church of England, as 
governed by Dioceſan Biſhops ; and therefore need not 
ſpend Time in proving what I know. he will fo readily. 


own Name. 


48 Y 
al as well as Sa. 
I am lenfible. MT 4. B. is no Ene- 


grant: What e ſhall do is, to ſhew that 


theſe ſpiritual Princes and Governors derive. their 


Authority from Chriſt alone, and not ſrom the People, 
or by Virtue of any Commiſſion from the. Prince, and 


that they are altogether independent, in Matters purely 
ſpiritual, on the State. 
This, Sir, doth appear plain from that Paſſage of 


our Saviour, (2) As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo J 
ſend you ; whoſoevers Sins ys remit, . they are remitted, 


&c. And for-this Reaſon the- Apoſtles and Biſhops 


are called (o) Ambaſſadors and (p) Miniſters of Chriſt ; 


and the People are commanded to (9) obey and ſubmit 


themſelves to thoſe who have this ſpiritual Authority. 
And that this Power was not to ceaſe upon the Death 
of the A poſt 


les, is very plain from that Promiſe of our 
Saviour, (7) And 40 I am with you alway, even unto the 


End of the Werld. 


This Commiſſion, Sir, was the moſt ſolemn, fall; and 
important Commiſion that was ever given to Men, if 
we conſider, () That it was given to the Apoſiles 740 
as our Saviour aſcended into Heaven ; (t) That it was 
given in. the Name of God the Father, as well as in his 
And the Matter of it -thews the vaſt Im- 

ortance of it; for-:by. virtue: of this Commiſion they 
were authoriſed to (v) preach to all Notions, and a- 


Salt all: Religions, ta STO: and ee. the. Sub- 
juecls 


0-2 Gr. v. 20. (7 1 C. 1 iv. 
1. (g) Heb.” xiii. 17. r) Matth. xxviii. 20. 0 
Mark xvi. 15, 16, 17, 18, 190. . (t) Maith. xxvili, 18, 199 
u N. 21, 22 ( Later Auiv. 47. 


( Jahn xx. 27, 23. 


Te 
Ip 


Co} 
Teas. of every Government, and to Fam them into 


ſpiritual Societies and Churches. By - virtue of this 
Commiſion they elected (x) Matthias an Apoſtle, to 


ſupply the Place of the Traitor Judar, and conſecrat- 
ed Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons. In a Word, by 


virtue of this Commiſion: they divided the converted 


World into ſpiritual Diſtricts, and did not only call 


and hold religious Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of 


God, but provincial Meetings for ſettling the Diſci · 


pline of the Church: Nay, they challenged Mainte - 


nance, and demanded Contributions of their ſpiritual 
Subjects. They fet up Courts of ſpiritual Judicature, 
and inflicted ſpiritual Cenſures and Puniſhments by an 
Authority wholly independent on the ſecular Power, 
and directly contrary to the Laws of their Country. 


After the Apoſtles died, the Biſhops, who ſueceeded 
them in the — the Church, acted in the 


ſame Manner by virtue of the Apoſtolical Cemmi ſion. 
They rr ner to proſelyte the World, and divide 


it into ſpiritual Urbicarian Principalities, which we call 


Dioceſſes; and governed theſe Principalities by. known 
Church: Laws' and Canons, which were inſtituted, by 
the Apoſtolick or Epiſcopal- College; and, in ſhorty 
in all their Proceedings, in'thoſe Affairs, they acted al- 


together independently on the ſecular Powers, and a- 


ainſt their Laws and expreſs Commands. 


The Commiſion by which the Apoſtles and-their. Sugs 


ceſſors acted. independently on the State, is {till in 


Force, or it is not. If it is not in Force now, I ſhall. 


be glad to know the Time when it expired; becauſe, 
if it is now out of Date, I think the Church and its 
Miniſters muſt fink with it; and the Church of Eng+ 
land * no longer, by virtue of i it, to rs Bi- 


ſhops 
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| hops, and ordain Prieſts and Deacons in the Name if 


the Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, It ought not to pre. 
tend, by the Authority it derives from the Apoſtokcal 
Commiſſion, to ſet its Biſhops over their reſpective Flotks, 
And, to be plain, if the Commiſion which our Saviour 


gave his Apoſtles is now out of Date, then T think 


ur Preaching, and all our: miniſterial Actions, are in 
vain, and the Kingdom of God, which-commenced from 
thence, is now at an End. But if this Commi ſion is till 
in Force, and the Church, by virtue of it, is fill inde- 


pendent, in its ſpiritual Juriſdictions and Powers, on the 
State, then I think it naturally follows, that the Depri - 


votion of our holy Fathers, by K. IV. and his Convention, 
was una, invalid and null ; and thoſe Biſhops, who, 
in conſequenee of this Act, intruded into their Sees, 
were uncanonieal Uſurpers of others Rights, and broke 
in upon the Unity and 'Di/ciplize of the Church. 1 

20%. The Invalidity of the State -Deprivation will 
appear from the Reaſon of the Thing itſelf. We can- 
not ſuppoſe, that, when our Saviour conſtituted his 
Church, (which was to continue as long as the 
World itfetff): he would not give it ſuch Rules as 
ſhould be moſt conducive to its laſting Security; for 


be knew that, for many Ages, the Princes of the 


World would be armed againſt it. Had the Govern- 


ment of the Church depended upon the Allowance of 


me civil Magiſtrate, Chriſtianity muſt have been but 
very ſhort-lived -in-the World. Chriſtian Aſſembli 
Conſecrations of Biſhops, Ordination of Prieſts anc 


| Þeacons, both the Sacraments and the whole Diſei- 
Ef: = of the Chutch. muſt have been -intirely at the 


ercy of Inſidels and Hereticks for many Ages. Bi- 
Mops could nothave been conſecrated nor ſettled by 
the Ghurch in their Diſtricts, nor could any of the 
Ciergy have performed their reſpective Offices, unleſs 


— 


they. 
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RS C51 ) 
they had firſt à Licence from the ſecular Powers: Fon 


if the ſpiritual Supremacy were the Right of the Magi- 


ſtrate, it would be our Duty to own and ſubmit to it, 


tho' they-ſhould never ſo much abuſe it iu their Ad- 
miniſtration; and no Perſom ought to oppoſe their 
Commands, (for this would bea Breaking in upon 
their Rights) tho? it was to ſupport the belt Cauſe and 
Religion in the World, becauſe we are not ts do __ 
that Good mgy come of it, Rom. iii. 8. 

You are ſenſible, Sir, that the Church could nod 
ſubſiſt without Government and Rules: But, if the 


Church derived its Authority, or depended upon 4 


La- Grant or Permiſſion for its Regimen, then certain» 
ly it would be in the Power of the civil Magiſtrates te 
ruin it whenever they ſhould pleaſe; 

| You cannot but own King Janes was inveſted, by 
the Laws of the Land, and * Canons of the Church, 
with as much Authority in eccleſiaſtical Affairs as e 
ver K. . was; and I am ſure, if we put their Vir- 
tues and pious Inclinations in- the Scale, the unfortu- 
nate K. James, with all his Faulte, will-not fall fo in 
finitely ſhort as ſome imagine. And yet the Biſhop 


of London, when conveened before the High-Commit!s 


on Court for not ſuſpending Dr. Sharp, denied the 
Authority of that Court to examine, cenſure; or ſuſpend 
him; and inſiſted, that if he had done any Thing con- 
trary to his Duty as a Biſhop, he was not aceauntable 
to any but the Church, which was to proceed: againſt 
him according to her Canons *. This Plea of my Lord 
of London, againſt the Loy-Powers intermeddling with 
eccleſiaſtical Matters, was thought a jult ard reaſot 


nable Detence againſt the Proceedings of King Janes: 


and 


vie Kennet's 34 Vol. of the Hiſtory of England, Reign of K. 


* 


ZW 
mulops, aud ordain Prieſts and Deacons inthe Nam 
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tze Farben Son, and holy Gpoſt. It ought not to pre. 
tend, by the Authority it derives from the Apoſtohcal 
 Comiiffion, wet its Biſhops over cheir reſpective Flocks. 
Aud, -to be plain, if the Conniſian which our Saviour 
gave his Apoſtles is now out of Date, then T think 
Sur Preaching, and all our (miniſterial Actions, are in 
vain, and the Kingdom of God, wh ieh commenced from 
thence, is now at an End. But if chis Commi ſton is ſtil! 
in Foree, and the Church, by virtue of it, is till inde- 
-pendent, in its ſpiritual Juriſdictions and:Powers, on the 
+ State, then I think it naturally follows, that the Depri - 
vation of our holy: Fathers,-by K. . and his Convention, 
was uu), invalid and null; and thoſe Biſhops; who, 
in conſe quenee of this Act, intruded into their Sees, 
were uncanonieal Uſurpers of others Rights, and broka 
in upon the Unity and Diſeipline of the Church. 
24%. The Invalidity of the State - Deprivation will 
appear {rom the · Reaſon of the Thing itſelf. We can- 
not ſuppoſe, thut, when our Saviour conſtituted his 
World ade) he would- vot give dit ſuch Rules .as : 
| Hould be moſt conducive to iis laſting Security; for 


de kacw that, for many Ages, the Princes of the 
World wovld be armed againſt it. Had the Govern» 


ment of the Church depended upon the Allowanee of 


whe (civil Mag ihrate, Chriſtianity muſt have been but 


very ſhort-lived in the World. Chriſtian Aﬀſemblics, 
Conſecrations of Biſhops, Ordination of Prieſts and 
| Beacons, both the Sacraments und the whole Diſei⸗ 
Pine of ibe Ohutch. muſt have bern intirely at the 
Mercy of Inſidels and Hereticks for many Ages. Bie 

| ops could notchave been con ſecrated nor denied by 
the Qhurch in their Diſtricts, nor could any of the 
| Clergy have performed their .reſpeRive Offices, * 
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ſtrate, it would be our 


8 | 
mey Licence * the ance EP 
if the fhiritual Supremacy were the Right of the Magi» 
to dun and ſubmit to it, 


tho“ they ſhould never ſo much abuſe id iu their Ad- 


miniſtration; and no Perſom ought to _—_— their 
Commands, (for this weuld bea Braking in a 
their Rights) tho? it was to ſupport the bel Cauſe and 


Religion in the World, becauſe we are not 0 de Evil 


ther Good may come of it; Rom. iii. 869yQ. 
Fou are ſenſible, Sir, that the Church could not 


ſubſiſt without Government and Rules: But, if the 


Church derived its Authority, ori depended upon 4 


ruin it whenever they ſhould pleaſes :- 
+ You cannot but on King; James was iavellod/ by 


the Laws of the-Land, —̃ — — 4 | | | 


2 drity in eccleſiaſtical Affairs as e · 
as; and I am ſore, if we- put their Vir- 


nate K. Janes, with all his- Faults, will-not fall ſo in 
finitely ſhort as ſome imagine. And yet the Biſhop 
of London, when conveened before the fightCommiſis 
on Court-for not ſuſpending Dr. :$horp; denied the 
Authority of that · Court to examine,” cenſure; or fuſpend 


bim; andi. inſiſted, that if be had done any Thing con 


trary to his Duty as a Biſhop, he was not accauntably 
to any but · the Church, which was to proceed againſt 
him according to her Canons. This Plea of my Lord 
of London, againſt the Lay-Powers intermeddling with 


ecclefiaſtical Matters, was thought a juſt and reaſot 


111 the ere wy Janes: 
«+ n buen) in *. ne Et . and 
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Lay-Grant or Permiſſion for its Regimen. then ceriaim 
ly it would be in the Power of the ebenen * 
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r. cannot find out. 


8 yore "i Fo leagues, I. 
i; Ideg;you far 
ver had a Rigbt du annlfeeatn Bi p 
other Orders on any Man, nor can it dommit the Cars 


_ ſent. them with the 'Temporalities annexed: to the ſpi+ 


ritual Charge the Church int ruſts chem with) ſo they 


cannot rightfully take away their Characters, or juſtiy 


A Hinder them jrom-/exercifingthein Functions a Fort. 


- unreaſonable: toi ſuppoſe that any can lawhully! extin- 
guiſn of limit i — they never were capable f 
granting. I ꝓteſume Mr. 42 B. vill teadily own that 
every Man, who is admitted into the SGhurch by Bap» 
iſm, does thereupon commenee a Member and Subject 


ö — and; that tha greateſt Princes become Members 
ns. alt: other 


5 Men do 1 Ear we bebe Members and-ſtubjedts of the. | 
ich, not as Men, but as Chriſtians. Tou mut. likes. 


and Subjects aſ iti in the 


ways On that all Chiſtians, as well Kings, as other 
Men. ceaſe to be.Members, of: the — 
are lawfully e gicated, or when, 


matical Communions. I necd nat, Lbeliave, guard av 
gainſt this Propoſition, ſince you are not unacquainted 


Kight to the Subject to ee, his ns 
bs: Pripce- pcm d ler nt nd Lani ets] 

I th 
ing buggers, — Subjects of the Church, and are 
liable for Here). & c. to a legal Excommunication, 


Fray tell me, * 


theGaſe of ho 


ta-conſider; that, as the State ner 
| nat confer the 


of Souls to thoſe who are conſecrated and ordained. 
(for; by virtue of their Patronage, they can only pre» 
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excommunt by open Her- 
. they apoſtatize frei Chriſtianity ror when they fe> 
parate from: their rigitſul Biſhops, and run into bis. 
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that it is our fixed Principle, that Religion: is:no Bar to : 
Government, and that. Excommunication gives ng 
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aner al —— 2 it over the Church,: ar x4 | 


Wet ar anyway 


is a Mieke ss thinknhatche Loa itiowor Union of the. 
—.— and Stats, by the Kingdom's becoming Chriſti- 
releaſes them from being Subjects or gives them 


3 any Right aver  their- ſpiricuat - 
Matters; fer this Union of the Church with the State 


doth, ip/efails, determines as ſoon as ever the State in- 
vades the original Rights of the Church. As for In- 
ſtance, the Perſeeution of Julian the A poſtate, and - 
Halent the Arium Emperor, broke the Coalition of the 
rr in the Roman Empire. — 4 176i 
bed believe, Sir, you cannot aſſign any Re + wliy . 
the Union, of — gs oe. eccleſiaſtical Laws. 
and Government, ſhould give the State any more Pre: 


I the r —— e 
vn of chr State, ahbemeche Caſe and Gondition of the 
changes its original Conſtitutioh . 
and Policy. Prag. 8 Sir, tell me how it or why... 
it doit · Lcannot find that God has. anywhere 
revealetl that the State ſhould: have any more Authe- 
rity over the Church, when it becomes Chriſtian, than 
it had in a State of Infidelity 5 and I am ſure this 
Authority cannot be implied in the Notion of Baptiſm; | 
for, if Baptiſm, gives them a Right which they had nat 


before, then every Chriſtian Peaſant may claim it; and 


\ 


O 


this Notion would make the Qonſtitutiom of the Church | 
very monſtrous, for every one would have a Right to 


govern, and none would be under any Obligation to 


be ee ee Youn hag. * dir, it 1 think the 
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Gonverſion of a Prince gives him any new: Jariſd 


for, as Magiſtracy in — doth not im ly @ Right 
to a ſpiritual Authority, ſo neither doth his being a 
Chriſt ian derive it to him; for /piritaal Dominion it 
n: founded in Grace than empor.. 
- Suppoſe, Sir, that St. Peter and St. Paul pad cori- 
 verted/ind baptized the Emperor and- Senate-of Rama, 
Do you think, that, after their Baptiſm, they. would 
have had any more Right or. Authority to deprive them 
of the Exerciſe! of their-Apoſtolicab Office, or to dif- 
charge their ſpiritual Subjects from their Obedience to 
them, than they had before? Suppoſe: the Senate had 
enacted, that the;Apoſtles ſhould come and ſolemnly 
perjure themſelves, and agree to the: higheſt Acts of 
Anjuſtice and Immorality, at, or before- the firſt Day 
0 or that aſterwards. they thould be. ſuſpended 
or deprived;. Do you think, Sir, the. Apaſtles RO 
have complied with their wicked Demands, or have 
thought that their Act of Deprivation :would- have v. 
lidly obliged them to quit their Apoſtolical Charge? 
But, beſides this Coalition, which naturally follows the 
Converſion uf the State, you. were pleaſed to. tell me, 
that the Church, for ſome valuable Conſiderations, hay 
ſeveral Times, upon. ſome Occaſions, modiſied the Ex 
errciſe of her juſt Power, and made .large Conceſſions 
of her Rights and Privileges to the Crown; and chers · 
by ſtropgly obliged herſelf to it. But, Sir, I hope 
you will conſider,, that theſe Grants and Conceſſions 
were conditional, and given in Confidence that they 
ſhould not be abuſed, or turned to her Diſad vantage 
and that, as ſoon . as ever the State ſhould make Uſe of 
thoſe Ceſſions or Compacts of the Church, to her Pre- 
judice, they, ip/6 facto. determine and ceaſe to be . 
beging. If any of theſe Ceſſions were in their own 
Nature — and e * * e 
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when ir lay under a . Corruption and Degeners- 
ey. or wete forcibly extortod from her, when few hal 
Chriſtianity and: Conia enough to defend her Char · 
der againſt the Crowns Enotroachments and · U furpa . 
tion, 1 hope, Sir, yon will grant that theſe Rights 
dught to be claimed and reſumed by her, and that it 
is the Duty ef her faithful Sons to ſtand by her Chin, 
even At the Hazard of rhe: moſt violent Perſecutions; 
For ſuppoſe the Biihops in Heap the VIII's Time had 
fur tendred the Whole Apoſtolical Charter “, as theß 
actually did ſeme of the fundamental Rights of the 
Church, Gan u think: fuch a bafe Act could validly 
oblige their Suceeſſors ? For, if this were true, the 
Church (which is to continue to the End of the 
World) would be in a vety precarious Condition, and 
ja great Danger of being ſome Time or other intirely 
loſt. We are to conſider that the Church is Chriſt's 
Kingdom, and that hone of his Miniſters ran, upon - 
Þy Cohſideration whatever, mike any Contract or:Cef- 
ſions which are prejudicial to the-Intereſt»of their 
Lord. The | owers they have are intruſted wirk them 
by Chriſt lor the Good of his Church, and they are o. 
bliged to convey down the ſame Powers intire to their 
Surceſſors; an therefore, if they, at any Time, for 
their. own — and Conveniences, have a- 
lienated this Power, and betrayed their Truſt, ſuch 
unfaithful Acts and — do noways oblige. 
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God. nor his'faithful Servants-vho ſhall ſucceed them, 


:+ Gan you tell me, Sir, any Gonſideration, which the 
State is capable to give, Which can balance the Loſs 
and Ruin of the Church - Polity? Will the Title of 
my 3 1 a Neue e 10 vote in the * & 
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£1 be 2 in Hey the vitts Pies agreed to „ take their B.. 
Thopticks by Commiſſion from the King, _ to hold then darent? 
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Or do you in Conſcience think 


Neers, „ £59 the & of thoſe: pri 
Rights and Privileges which Chriſt gave to his Biſh 


ing in the Prince's temporal Favours, will allow them 


to make ſuch Ceſſions us deſtroy the Seff · Subſiſtency of 
the Qhurch, and make it — upon their Will and 
Humour? It is a grievous Tyranny and Sin in the 


State to require theſe Ceſſions; and I am ſure it is an 


8 Wickedneſs in our Biſhops and Prieſts 


to comply with their unreaſonable: Demands, They 


are guilty of the greateſt Cowardice, Treachery, and 
Breach of Truſt, and ſhall one Day anſwer for it to 
their abuſed Lord. I will not fay that all thoſe Tra» | 


ditors..go to the Place: of the Traitor Fudas, tho? it is 


'pvident that they have done more Miſchief, by their 


Traditoriſm, than has befallen the ee, World — 
many Ages. | But, n: 


-: gdly.; The Indep deney of. the Church ae the 
State will appear en een er 
Primitive: fans: rot bi r 


When the | Fewiſh dae (who bad Authority 


from the Rojuans, and the Aſſiſtance of the Captain of 
the Temple) impriſoned the Apoſtles, (a) and com- f 
munded them not to ſpent at all, "nor teach in the Name 7 


Jeſut, they were poſitively anſwered, Whether it be 
right, in the Sight of God, to hearken-unto von more than 
unto Bod, judge ye. It is as if they had ſaid, We have 
our Commiſſion from God "to preach the Goſpel, and are 
therefore bound to do it ; and no temporal Power hat any 
Right to revoke our Commiſſion. And the Biihops and 


Vlergy of the Church, ſor the; firſt three hundred 


Lea, he ld publick Aſſemblies; and performed all the 
other Parts of their Rn Offices, not t only with- 
Out 
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any of he ecele⸗ . 
ſiaſtical Writers, that they pretended a Right to diſſolve 
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come Chriſtian, we rarely find, from 


the Relation between à Biſhop and his Flock, merely 
2 their own Authority. 

ral good Men were unjuſtly diſpoſſeſſed, but then they 
were firſt depoſed by à Synod, and declared degraded. 


and ineapabl 


nods often conſiſted of baſe 'Temporizers, that were 
attached to the Pleaſure of the Emperor, and were 
often bribed or frightened t to comply with his Defires, - 


yet this ſhews that their 
ju was a Church - Act, and 
m 


ion, tho never ſo un- 
plainly proves that the 


perors were generally ſenſible; they could not do 


it by a mere ſeculat Authority. Nay, we find that, 


where the Emperor packed” a Synod; or uſed any Bri- 
or Menaces to make the Biſhops comply witty +. 
his defired Deprivation, there generally, the.Catholicks - 
reckoned the depriving Act, even of a Synod, to be i * 


valid, and owned the extruded Biſllop as a Colle 


rock deemed. dhe Intruder n een ibeir Comm 
| — neee an ö 
_— „ by: be Conseil of Tyre, - 
| and was charged by his Enemies with no leſs Crimes 
than Treaſon, Murder and Incontineney, and yet the 
Orthodox (becauſe he was unjuſtly condemned by an 
3 Synod) always owned him as the true and on- 


Y Biſhop of Alexandria, till the Time of his Death. 


Tou Till find, in moſt of the Church Hiſtorians, 


at, whenever the Emperor baniſhed an orthodox Bi- 


Sap all his faithfnl Colleagues, Presby ters, and pious 
| Flock, maintained his Right to his Diſtrict, and owned 


Eis Juriſdiction over it, tho' he was never fo diſtant 


nd; *% Tube Emperor's ogg Removing of a Biſhop: 


from 


he rend indeed that ſeve- 


e of their Functions. And tho? theſe Sy ?- 
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Gm bis Flock, was never thought to:tak 
ſpiritual Juriſdiction, or any Neat —— in 
ieren e N 


\ The Annes Manuſiript, e the * ee, 4 
your Communion are ſo food of, does not mention ones 


Which can be. proved deprived. "mecrly bus State-Au-, 
_ thority, ; and I am ſure you will not find one Council | 


in the whole Cathalick Church, that ever allowed the 
moſt religious Prince or State this Power. There are 
ſeyeral Canons which eſtabliſh the. depoſing Power in 
a regular Syed; and ſome that er upon the ſeves 
reſt Penalties, any Eccleſia allick to. 8 80 abe Fmpes, 
ror. in Church -Affairs. a- 
« I could, Sir, from . ſmall Stock of Learning 1 
have, quote innumerable Teſtimanies, from the Fathers, 
and Councils, which overthrow: the Validity, of a State: 
Deprivation. I will-willingly produce. them, if you, 
think it neceſſary, for your farther Conviction: Butg 
I: hope, Sir, you are {o, fully ſatisſied in this Point, 
that, by the next Time you. do me the Honour of a, 
Viſit, you; will readily on, that the, Peptivation of, 
our holy Fathers. (now with God) was an irregulay, 


AF. invalid, and apways.obliging; ;, and, canſeqtently A 


that, after the. Act paſſed, they. did. not only remain 
Biſhops of the Catholick 8 but. rightf: ful Gover«= 
nors of their ſeveral Diſtricts, and muſt juſtly keep up. 
their. Claim to the Obedience of, thoſe. People, en 
whon the Holy Ghoſt, had made them Overſeers. wells 
The Act then leaving our Fathers juſt 2s it found, + 
them, and the Caſe being the ſame, (as to Conſcience 
as if there. had, been no ſuch Act. paſſed; Pray, Sir, 
give me the. Reaſon, why. the. Cle gy did; withdraw 
their Obedience from their diſpoſſeſſed, /Biſhops, and the. 
complying Biſhops their ee tram their. unjuſtly; 
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what Church-Laws (for if the Church be a ſelf ſubſi- 
ſtent and independent Society, it certainly ought ta 
be governed by its own, Laws, and Canons) the Clergy: . 
and Laity were releaſed from their former Obligation? 
Dare you ſay, that, after their unjuſt and unyalid De- 
privation, they were not Catholick Biſhops, and that 
they had not a canonical Right to their Diſtricts? 

Can you fay that, they were guilty of any Hereſy or 


8 a 


. — 


Error which might juſtly cut them off from the 
Church? You can charge them with no Hereſy, but 
adhering to.the. ancient Laws, Princ iples and Practices 

of the pureſt Times of Chriſtianity ; you. can, lay nes 


Error to them, but their maintaining the Princi ples of 5 


nene 


the Church of England: nor fix any Crime upon them. 

but an unſhaken. Leyaliy to their unfortunate Prince. 

Truth and Virtue, Sir, were their only Crimes, and : , 
they had no other Fault but that they could not ba 
bribed or frightned into. ſinful Gompliances. In ſhort, 

Sir, they were deprived for ſuch Faults. as made them 
lovely, to God, and all good Men; and, had the reſt. . 

of the Biſhops and Clergy joined with them, they had; - 

„ raiſed the Reputation f. the now too jultly deſpiſed . | 

F Church of England. 5 
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